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Kulcsszavak:  

Abstract. 

The aim of the study is to describe some characteristic features of Hungarian small villages. Based on 
a literature review, the topic of a comparative analysis of settlements with different populations has 
been the subject of research in Hungary for about half a century. Laws had been enacted since the 
1970s to reduce the spatial differences. However, despite the national's intention, the differences 
between the individual regions and settlement groups continued to increase. This is also reflected in 
the fact that under the current development policy legislation  Government Decree 290/2014. (XI. 
26.)  small villages have a higher than average chance of being included in disadvantaged districts. 
The aim of my study is to outline the situation of municipalities with a population of less than half a 
thousand people by analyzing statistical data and presenting the results of my own questionnaire 
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survey. These municipalities make up more than a third of the Hungarian settlements population, 
while their population just only 2.2% of the national population. In the course of the analysis, I focus 
primarily on demographic processes and the development of communal infrastructure. These 
developments (sewage network, pipeline gas supply) could highly improve the quality of life of the 
inhabitants of small settlements. Despite all these investments, emigration is significant due to the lack 
of jobs, as a result of which the aging of local society continues. The importance of the regional 
embeddedness of the settlements is shown by the fact that while the situation of the small settlements of 
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Table 1: Overview of questionnaire surwey from small villages 

 
 

 (db) (%) 

 megye 109 10 9,2 
Vas megye 137 22 16,1 
Zala megye 165 16 9,7 
Baranya megye 211 37 17,5 
Somogy megye 127 22 17,3 
Borsod- -  

megye 155 19 12,3 
 240 37 15,4 
 1144 163 14,2 

-  
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Table 2: The number and population of small villages by counties, end of 2019. 

 
 

 
   

Pest megye 6 1884 314 1,4 
 megye 3 831 277 0,5 

-Esztergom megye 7 2500 357 4,3 
 megye 109 28938 265 28,0 

-Moson-Sopron megye 58 16560 286 14,0 
Vas megye 137 34988 255 43,3 
Zala megye 165 33807 205 41,2 
Baranya megye 211 46422 220 51,4 
Somogy megye 127 34045 268 31,2 
Tolna megye 33 9038 274 14,3 
Borsod- -  

megye 155 36207 234 27,0 
Heves megye 16 5155 322 7,0 

 megye 39 11126 285 18,2 
-Bihar megye 7 2084 298 2,5 

-Nagykun-Szolnok 
megye 5 1565 313 2,9 

Szabolcs- -Bereg 
megye 35 10103 289 4,8 

-Kiskun megye 11 3741 340 4,0 
 megye 11 3512 319 5,4 

 megye 9 3843 427 5,5 
 1144 286349 250 14,9 
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Figure 1: The proportion from the county of small villages
F -

szempontb

Figure 2: The spatial image of the small villages and the value of the development of the districts determined on 
the basis of a complex indicator
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Table 3: Proportion of the settlements belonging to each population size category based on the legal beneficiary 
classification,%, 2019

- Ked tt 
Komplex 

programmal 

499 36,5 39,7 39,2 39,7
500 999 21,2 23,1 22,3 23,1
1 000 1 999 19,3 18,2 18,9 19,9
2 000 4 999 15,1 12,4 13,6 12,4
5 000 9 999 4,0 3,7 4,4 3,7
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10 000 19 999 2,7 2,1 1,5 1,0
20 000 1,2 0,8 0,1 0,1

-
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Figure 3: The live birth and deaths per thousand inhabitants in small villages
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Figure 4: The net internal migration of small villages (average of the last 5 years)
-
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Figure 5: Proportion of dwellings connected to the public sewerage network
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Figure 6: Proportion of dwellings connected to the gas line network
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