
 
 

KÜLÖNLEGES BÁNÁSMÓD, IX. ÉVF. 2023/1. 

57 
 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MASS MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION 
WITH THE PROCESS OF THE DWELLING OF HUNGARIAN IMMIGRANTS 

IN THE SOUTH OF BRAZIL 
  
 

Author: 
 

 Fernanda Lucia, Maes 
Doctoral School of History and Ethnology 
Ethnography and Cultural Anthropology 

Program, University of Debrecen (Hungary) 
(Brazil) 

 
 

E-mail address: 
maes.fernandalucia@gmail.com 

 

 Reviewers: 
 

Gábor Biczó (Prof., Ph.D.) 
University of Debrecen (Hungary) 

 
 

Norbert Tóth  
University of Debrecen (Hungary) 

 
 

…and two other anonymous reviewers 

    

Maes, Fernanda Lucia (2023). The relationship between mass media and communication with the process 
of the dwelling of Hungarian immigrants in the South of Brazil. Special Treatment Interdisciplinary Journal 
[Különleges Bánásmód Interdiszciplináris folyóirat], 9. (1). 57-72. DOI 10.18458/KB.2023.1.57  

 
   Abstract 
   This work aims to answer the questions of, what is the communication and mass media role in the 
process of settling down in a new landscape through analysis of the publications and communications in 
the medium newspapers, ranging the year from 1921 to 1989. The main newspaper this research focuses 
on is the "O Correio do Povo" which is the main local newspaper of the city of Jaraguá do Sul, also the 
"Jaraguá: Seminarios Nacionalistas" another newspaper that circulated for a few years in the city. Thus, the 
focus is on reporting and analyzing the newspaper advertisements and reports, to answer the questions of, 
what is the communication and mass media role in the process of settling down in a new landscape by the 
Hungarian immigrants in the South of Brazil. Based on archive research, focused on the role of the media 
in the process of immigration and colonization in Jaraguá do Sul. The timeline range covers the 
propaganda made for the arrival of Europeans to the south - before 1891 as presented in books -, going 
through the publications in the local newspapers from 1921 to 1989. Finally, a brief introduction was 
made about the nowadays publications, reinforcing the role of the newspaper in remembering, which 
generates questions about its new roles in society under a digital acceleration. The whole analysis brought 
up also the main values and needs of the community during the first decades, through the portrait of the 
current in the past, which the newspaper helped to compose. Such aspects will help in the reflection of 
future analyses on how it was reflected in the local architecture. 
   Keywords: migration, newspaper, archive research, memory, collective memory. 
   Disciplina: cultural anthropology 
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   Absztrakt 
   A TÖMEGMÉDIA ÉS A KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ KAPCSOLATA A MAGYAR BEVÁNDORLÓK 
DÉL-BRAZÍLIAI LETELEPEDÉSÉNEK FOLYAMATÁBAN 
   A tanulmány az 1921 és 1989 között újságokban megjelent kommunikáció és publikációk elemzésén 
keresztül arra a kérdésre keresi a választ, hogy mi a kommunikáció és a tömegmédia szerepe az új tájban 
való letelepedés folyamatában. A kutatás Brazília Jaraguá do Sul városának fő helyi újságjára az "O Correio 
do Povo"-ra összpontosít, valamint felhasználja a "Jaraguá: Seminarios Nacionalistas" című másik újságot 
is, melyet néhány évig terjesztettek a városban. A hangsúly az újsághirdetések és riportok ismertetésére és 
elemzésére helyeződik, annak érdekében, hogy választ kapjunk arra a kérdésre, hogy milyen szerepet 
játszik a kommunikáció és a tömegmédia a dél-brazíliai magyar bevándorlók új tájakon való 
letelepedésének folyamatában. Az archív kutatás alapján betekintés nyerhető a Jaraguá do Sulban lezajló 
bevándorlás és a kolonizáció folyamatába. A tanulmány az európaiak déli érkezése kapcsán készült 1891-
től (a könyvek bemutatása alapján), a helyi újságokban 1921-től 1989-ig megjelent publikációkon keresztül 
mutatja be a helyi propagandát.. Végezetül rövid bemutatás történik a mai kiadványokról, megerősítve az 
újságok emlékezetben betöltött szerepét, s további kérdéseket felvetve a médiumok társadalomban 
betöltött új szerepeire vonatkozóan a digitális felgyorsulás idején. Az elemzés felszínre hozta a közösség fő 
értékeit és igényeit, amelyeket az újság segített megalkotni. Ezek a szempontok segítenek az olyan jövőbeli 
elemzésekben átgondolásában is, mint például, hogy ez hogyan tükröződött a helyi építészetben. 
   Kulcsszavak: migráció, újság, archív kutatás, emlékezet, kollektív emlékezet 
   Diszciplína: kulturális antropológia 
 
 
 
 
   
   
   Introduction 
   The process of migration can be understood as 
geographical movement across international bor-
ders (Tsagarousianou, 2020), and the media can 
play many roles in this process, through propa-
ganda or even as a means of information and 
connection. This process has been happening for a 
long time, historically, to and from different places 
in the world, and for different reasons through 
time. Florestal (2020) points out that there are 
many untold stories in the act of departure from 
one’s homeland and arriving in a new world, which 
has happened millions of times. For that reason, 
this work focuses on telling some of those stories, 
related to the immigration of Hungarians to South  
America, at the end of the 19th century, focusing on 

discovering the relationship between communica-
tions and the mass media, mainly the newspaper at 
that time, with the process of dwelling in a 
completely new landscape, reaching to the present 
questions surrounding the role of the digital media 
on remembering and telling these stories, how it 
can keep empowering the remembering process of 
the Hungarian descendants. 
   For Kosa, “emigration represented a natural out-
come of those social problems which beset many 
European countries for long period” (1957, 501.), 
which made people leave behind their native land 
to try a new life in a strange country. That is the 
case of many Hungarian families, which went to 
Brazil, leaving the Hungarian landscape behind in 
1891, looking for what was promised. The main 
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goal of the Brazilian government at that time was 
to populate the interior areas with the encourage-
ment arrival of foreign groups, which added to the 
social movement in Hungary after the abolition of 
serfdom contributed to this process of migrating 
from Hungary. According to Boglár (2000), the im-
migration propaganda was done by shipping 
companies, "the propaganda promised the Hunga-
rians that in South America, each family would 
receive, free of charge, a 120-acre plot of land, in 
addition to equipment, provisions, a dairy cow, 
chickens and even, who knows, midwives!" 
(Boglár, 2000, 32.).  
   Thus, in the last decade of the 19th century, 
more precisely from 1890 onwards, Hungarian fa-
milies began to immigrate from the region around 
the county of Veszprém to the south of Brazil. The 
Hungarian families settled down in the region that 
today is the city of Jaraguá do Sul, on the banks of 
the Jaraguá River, and went through a process of 
assimilation with Italians, Germans living already 
there, and later also Polish (Figure 1.).  
 
   Figure 1. Location of Jaraguá do Sul, in the South of 
Brazil. Source: by the author (2022) 
 

 
   This, added to the isolation also because of 
World War I, when the possibility of 

communication ceased, further strengthening the 
process of assimilation and later, the political insti-
tutionalization of the Estado Novo (New State) in 
Brazil in 1937, in search of the nationalization in 
the country, made even more strong the loss of the 
Hungarian language in the daily lives of that 
immigrant families. 
   Media and communications practices strongly 
participate in cultural lived experiences with a big 
significance between media and the migration pro-
cess (Hedge, 2020). Those topics have been con-
nected in a wide frame of research for a long time 
now, under different perspectives, such as historio-
graphy, anthropology, sociology, political science, 
and economy, and so on; and different approaches, 
including multidisciplinary ones (Hegde, 2016; 
Chin; 2016; Franz & Silva, 2020; Karim & Al-Rawi, 
2018; Leurs, Witteborn & Gajjala, 2020; King & 
Wood, 2001). This work is again putting two very 
interdisciplinary fields of study, related to migration 
and media studies. In this work, it is presented the 
participation of the media in the whole process of 
migration of Hungarian families, to identify what is 
the role of the media, from the first propaganda, 
offering new lands and animals (Boglár, 2000), until 
the participation of the creation of the first press in 
the region (Boglár, 2000), reaching the small adver-
tising publications of Hungarians into the local 
newspapers (Lopes & Kita, 2012). Finally, reaching 
to the question surrounding the remembering pro-
cess, and how digital media nowadays may conti-
nue strengthening it. 
 
  
   Methodology 
   The methodology used for developing this work 
is mainly archive research, based on the public-
cations and communications through the news-
papers, ranging from 1921 to 1989. The news-
papers this research will focus on will be “O Correio 
do Povo”, which is the main local newspaper of the 
city of Jaraguá do Sul, also in "Jaraguá: Seminarios 
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Nacionalistas" another newspaper that circulated for 
a few years in the city. In addition, a few books 
published by researchers and historians in Brazil 
were consulted to present the historical timeline of 
the Hungarian families and the relationship 
between the Hungarians and the press at that time. 
Thus, the focus is on presenting and analyzing the 
newspaper advertisements and articles, to answer 
the question of, what is the communication and 
mass media role in the process of integration and 
settling down in a new landscape by the Hungarian 
immigrants in the South of Brazil, and how it made 
possible the identification of the main values of 
those immigrants through the local media, enri-
ching future research that will reflect on architect-
ture as a cultural product. King (2021) brings up 
the increasing studies related to migration over the 
years, raising the question under this study, what is 
the role of media in it? Further, after understanding 
the role of media in the decision-making about 
moving from one country to another, creating a 
relationship with the new homeland, and later the 
process of remembering it all. 
 
 
   The finds in the newspaper, from 1921 to 1989 
   To start this discussion, it is important to bring 
to light concepts and notions, such as media and 
communication, its history, migration, and memo-
ry. All three concepts are closely connected in this 
work, which focuses on understanding the role of 
media in settling down the process of Hungarians 
migrating from Hungary to the South of Brazil. 
Once this work is based on archival research, as a 
researcher, it is essential to think about how the 
movement is remembered and archived by whom 
and for what purposes (Smets, Leurs, Georgiou, et 
al., 2020), composing part of the remembering 
process, tied to the memory, which is based on the 
“lived past” rather than on the “past incorporated 
by written history” (Halbwachs, 1992), formed 
internally to a collectively. 

   The newspaper is the first and main medium this 
study is focusing on, later reaching into its achieves 
and the digital opportunities nowadays. According 
to Spannenberg and Barros (2016), the press offi-
cially arrived in Brazil, with the transfer of the Por-
tuguese Court to the colony in 1808, moving on to 
its consolidation with the emergence of new perio-
dicals and with the disappearance of many others. 
At the end of the 19th century, with the change of 
political regime in Brazil, from a Monarchy to a 
Republic, there was a favoring of modernization 
and industrialization, consequently the same hap-
pened in the press. In southern Brazil, as there was 
a large colonization project by European immi-
grants, Seyferth (2003) points to a certain omission 
on the part of the State, which meant that the 
organization of communities was left to the colo-
nists themselves. Thus, due to the strong German 
influence, the teaching language at the first schools 
was the German language, and consequently, news-
papers were printed also in the German language, 
"mainly in the emerging urban centers in the 
colonial areas, but also in the lines and trails of the 
interior of the colonies" (Seyferth, 2003, 29.). 
   As previously mentioned in this work, there are 
many studies connecting the media and migration 
through time, from different perspectives. The 
migration movement, of people leaving their home 
countries at the end of the 19th century, had many 
reasons. Kosa (1957) presents that from 1850 emi-
gration from Hungary started as a social move-
ment, estimating that in the period from 1880 to 
1890, around 22,000 people were leaving the coun-
try and this number started to increase. According 
to information collected on the Jaraguá do Sul 
municipality's website, the first Hungarian immi-
grants arrived via the Hannover Ship, reaching 
Brazil in June of 1891. Many families were on that 
ship, mostly from the county of Veszprém or its 
surroundings. The shipping companies made a big 
propaganda, promising lands, animals, and equip-
ment in South America. After they arrived in the 
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promised lands, the immigrants, received the land, 
but it was fulfilled with native forests, and various 
dangers from nature so far unknown to them, in-
cluding attacks by animals and native Indians. 
Majcher, Canuto, and Lopes (2008) described that 
from a certain point of their journeys, reaching the 
final destination area of their plots was only 
possible by foot, due to the lack of roads in the 
region at that time, such description of the 
trajectory was published in the newspaper in 1987, 
though the personal record of a Hungarian immi-
grant. From that, the immigrants had to open the 
native forest and start building the first shelters, 
which later would become their homes. Majcher, 
Canuto, and Lopes (2008) pointed out that each 
family bought the lots, and as payment, mostly 
through labor for local infrastructure, which was 
absent at the time of their arrival. Such payment 
should be made within a period of five years, 
without taxes, "the men worked in opening and 
building roads" (Majcher, Canuto, & Lopes, 2008, 
76.). 
   Before the main analysis of the publications, it 
should be highlighted a few examples of the per-
sonal relationship of the Hungarian with the press 
media in the region of Santa Catarina. Boglár 
(2000) points to an important relationship between 
the Hungarians and the Joinville press, the neigh-
boring city of Jaraguá do Sul, where a big coloni-
zation agency was located. In the year 2000, accor-
ding to Boglár, the current director of one of the 
most prestigious newspapers, the so-called “A 
Notícia”, was the Hungarian Géza Kapudi, who had 
already published several reports about the 
Hungarians of the region. The mentioned publica-
tions were not possible to locate for analysis in this 
work. Another connection of the Hungarians with 
the press in southern Brazil, also in Joinville, is that 
the Hungarian Ede Schwartz, who emigrated from 
Hungary to Brazil in 1891, founded the "Jornal de 
Joinville", which in 2000 kept being managed by his 
family. It is also important to point out the books 

written by Lénard Sándor, a Hungarian who lived 
in the city of Dona Emma and published a few 
books, mainly in the German language, describing 
the cultural anthropological aspects of the different 
immigrant groups and the built environment of 
Dona Emma. Those examples enhance the media 
in the lives of the Hungarian immigrants in the 
south of Brazil. 
   The main newspaper this research is focused on 
is the local one called O Correio do Povo, which since 
1921 already brought a lot of news from Hungary, 
as observed in the newspaper records, through the 
digital archive "Hemeriteca Digital Catarinenese". 
From the first newspaper publications analyzed, it 
is possible to affirm the newspaper worked as a 
communication means for the families to reinforce 
their presence in the new lands, this role worked 
for a long time until the change and receives the 
role of remembering. Based on the analysis it was 
subcategorized the main topics presented in the 
publications, from the celebrations and local festi-
vals, advertisements of the commercial houses and 
their products, news from Hungary and Europa at 
that time, finally reaching the change of the 
newspaper role to the process of remembering. 
 
   Celebrations and local festivals 
   Majcher, Canuto, and Lopes (2008) point out 
that the newspaper “O Correio do Povo” was colla-
borating with the Hungarian community, by sha-
ring advertisements of festivals of the church or 
the ones held to raise funds for the local schools. 
In the newspaper record, the first one identified 
was in issue number 17 of 1921 already featured 
advertisements in German for the main Hungarian 
celebration, called Kirytag, possibly connected to 
the Hungarian Búcsú. In the following edition, 
number 18, a small article brings up the memory of 
the flavors of the Hungarian dishes prepared for 
this event, such as the paprika and the strudel, also 
in the German language. In the following years, the 
advertisement for the church festival kept 
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appearing, yearly, including reports addressing the 
number of people and tourists present in the 
celebration, such as the one in issue number 832, 
relating the Saint Stephen Church community 
festival, emphasizing that this community was one 
of the largest in the district (Figure 2.). 
 
 
   Figure 2. O Correio do Povo, Issues No. 17, 18 and 
832, from 1921 and 1926. Source: Hemeroteca Digital 
Catarinense 

 
 
 
   In 1935, issue number 791, published an article 
about settler's day, which is celebrated on July 25, 
and became a public holiday in the state. The 
article pays homage to the immigrants, as a way of 
opposing the political party's note that was against 
the idea of such a celebration. Hungarian immig-
rants are mentioned along with the others, 
Germans and Italians. 
   We must bear in mind that these men, who landed here 
111 years ago, coming from Italy, Germany, Austria, or 
Poland, came imbued with the idea of adopting a new 
homeland forever and ever, proving with their actions that 
they spared no effort to be worthy of the welcome they 
received. It was these men who cut down the virgin forest, 
fought the wild beasts, and built roads, schools, churches, 
towns, and cities, which are the pride of their descendants, 
who still work at the plow, and continue to like good 

Brazilians, without foreign connections, to provide the best 
services to the nation. (Direct translation of O Correio 
do Povo, 1935, Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense) 
(Figure 3). 

 
   Figure 3. O Correio do Povo, Issue No. 791, of July 13, 
1935. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
    
 
 
   Until 1937 it was possible to see that a part of the 
newspaper was still being printed in the German 
language, but due to the political situation in Brazil, 
and the creation of the Estado Novo (New State), 
the newspaper started to be only in the Portuguese 
language. The advertisements related to the 
festivals of the church also kept appearing every 
year in the newspaper, together with some 
festivities to raise money for the local schools 
(Figure 4.). 
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   Figure 4. O Correio do Povo, Issues No. 940 of 1938, and No. 1856 of 1955. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
 

 
 

   Figure 5. O Correio do Povo, Issue No. 964, of January 14, 1939. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
 
 
 
 
   Issue 964, of 1939, presents an advertisement for 
the presentation of the Hungarian Rhapsody, as an 
operetta film from Ufa, in the movies of the city, 
"spoken in German, with inscriptions in Por-
tuguese" (Direct translation of O Correio do Povo, 
1939, Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense). In this way, 
it is possible to observe that the culture of the 
Hungarians strongly represented thought to music 
and festivities, and culinary (Figure 5.). 
 
   Commercial houses advertisements 
   The commercial houses used the newspaper to 
share advertisements about their products but also 

represented the physical aspect connecting the 
Hungarian families at that time. The commercial 
houses were the main points that served as a 
centrality in the small colonies. Also called Gescheft 
in German, such places functioned as small 
warehouses. It was there, one of the centers that 
made communication possible, such as sending and 
receiving letters, and the destination points of the 
newspaper. As at the time, there was no radio, 
immigrants went to the commercial house every 
week to get the news and get informed (Majcher, 
Canuto, & Lopes, 2008). According to Lopes and 
Kita (2013), many of the commercial houses, such 
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as the Wolf house and the Fischer house, main-
tained nearby halls where dances and parties were 
held, as well as a place for meetings where local 
needs were debated, such as creations by schools 
and associations. 
   According to Lopes and Kita (2012), Francisco 
Fisher had a commercial house in the region since 
1900. The establishment used to sell a variety of 
products, including some used in typical Hungarian 
cuisine. The commercial house appeared in the 
advertisement for the establishment highlighting 
the paprika, published in 1927 (Figure 6). In the 
1960s, issue number 2234 publishes an adver-
tisement on the front page of the newspaper 
announcing the death of the Hungarian Francisco 
Fischer who since 1900 worked as a merchant in 
the city of Jaraguá do Sul and in the Hungarian 
community. Another important commercial house 
was the one of George Wolf, built in 1896, which 
will appear in the newspaper as a memory, in the 
further of this analysis. 
 
   Figure 6. O Correio do Povo, Issue No. 412, of April 9, 
1927. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
 

   News from Hungary and the presence of 
Hungarian authorities in the city 
   During the first decades ranging this analysis, the 
newspaper was publishing many articles presenting 
the news related to the situation in Europe and 
Hungary at that time, which kept appearing very 
strongly until the decade of 50`s when they became 
less often than before. During the 1970s, a few 

pieces of news related to Hungary were identified, 
such as the news of the return of the crown to its 
country of origin, in January 1978, issue 2969. 
Finally, in the 1980s almost no news of Hungary 
was identified. 
   The Hungarian community in the South of Brazil 
maintained communication with the Hungarian 
consulate in Brazil at that time, as well as with 
authorities in Hungary (Lopes & Kita, 2013). In the 
year 1940, the city received the visit of the Hun-
garian Consul in Brazil at the time, Lajos Boglár, 
who visited the Garibaldi region in Jaraguá do Sul, 
where the Hungarian immigrants settled. Issue 
1052 features an article about the visit (Figure 7.). 
The following year, in 1941, the city also receives a 
visit from Miklós Horthy Jr., who for a time was 
the Hungarian ambassador to Brazil. The news-
paper recorded the visit, edition 1083 published the 
announcement of the visit, and edition number 
1085 published a complete report on the visit. 
 
 
   The beginning of the remembering process  
   In the beginning, the newspaper was presenting 
advertisements about commercial houses, church 
and school festivals, and engagement, marriage, 
and obituary announcements, but also many artic-
les presenting the news related to the situation in 
Europe and Hungary at that time, as early descry-
bed. The first article identified that started to 
connect with the change of the role of the 
newspaper was in issues number 1226 and number 
1227 of the year 1944 presenting the history of 
Jaraguá do Sul, where the Hungarians are 
mentioned as one of the ethnicities that settled in 
the rural areas of the city. From that, small articles 
started to be published mentioning the Hungarian 
participation in the colonization process, such as in 
the ’60s, in edition 2443, an article by Emilio da 
Silva entitled "Hungarian Colony 1886-1889", tells 
the story of the Hungarian immigrants who arrived 
in the south of Brazil at that time.  
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   Figure 7. O Correio do Povo, Issues No. 1052 1940, No. 1083 and 1085 of 1941. Source: Hemeroteca Digital 
Catarinense 

 
 
 

   
   The article also presents the names of the first 
immigrants. Finally, issue number 2461 publishes 
parts of the Diary of Frei Lucíneo, which reports 
the joy of the Hungarians in seeing a priest in the 
region for the first time, in 1892. This, from the 
end of the decade 1980, the remembering aspect 
started to be stronger. 

   In some articles dealing with commemorative 
dates such as the city's anniversary or the settler's 
day, the Hungarians who migrated to Jaraguá do 
Sul at the end of the 19th century are mentioned as 
participants in the city's construction process. 
Finally, in 1987, a sequence of 5 articles published 
in the newspaper O Correio do Povo began (issues 
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3447, 3448, 3449, 3450, and 3451), with the title 
"The Hungarian Presence in Jaraguá"(Figure 8., 
Figure 9.).  
   This is due to the discovery of documents with 
historical records of the first Hungarian immigrants 
in Jaraguá do Sul. In these documents, one of the 
immigrants tells how the trajectory from Hungary 

was until they finally arrived in the lands where 
they settled down in Jaraguá do Sul, a path that 
included train, ship, boat, and even the opening of 
the forest by foot.  
   The newspaper also presents historical records of 
the number of immigrants arriving at that time by 
ethnicity. 

 
   Figure 8. O Correio do Povo, Issue No. 3447, of July 25, 1987. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
 
   Figure 9. O Correio do Povo, Issue No. 3449, of August 8, 1987. Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 
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   Memory, the process of remembering and 
witnessing can be pointed out as straightening the 
construction of collective memory (Smets, Leurs, 
Georgiou, et al., 2020). In this sense, it is possible 
to understand the newspaper as a lieux de memoire 
(Nora, 1989). The newspaper can provoke feelings 
that transcend materiality, articulating the collective 
memory of a determined group, working not only 
as a communication mean but going further. 
According to the words of Nora (1989), it is 
possible to explain, as we are living through the 
acceleration of history, we keep producing a past 
that no longer exists. The ‘acceleration of history’ 
awakens the need to hold on to vestiges and traces 
of the past, the residual continuity, as a way of 
opposing contemporary acceleration. Although 
Nora does not mention newspapers in his writing, 
this work takes the newspaper as one of the 
materializations of memory (Maduell, 2015), as it 
has all the three elements described by the author - 
materiality, symbolism, and functionality.  
   Lieux de memoire is simple and ambiguous, natural and 
artificial, at once immediately available in concrete sensual 
experience and susceptible to the most abstract elaboration. 
Indeed, they are lieux in three senses of the word - material, 
symbolic, and functional. Even an apparently purely mate-
rial site, like an archive, becomes a lieu de memoire only if 
the imagination invests it with a symbolic aura (Nora, 
1989, 18.). 
   Thus, as interpreted by Maduell through the 
words of Nora (1957) and Barbosa (2008), the resi-
dual continuity of the past in the present can be 
translated into the present interpretation through a 
chain of meanings. On the other hand, when we 
placed ourselves into the present moment of the 
past, the newspaper had also an important role, 
from the point of view of the immigrant, inserted 
into a new landscape. The newspaper emphasizes 
the current in its routine, in this way, becoming a 
means of helping the immigrant in his rooting 

process, as well as maintaining his relationships 
with the homeland, and the many changes that the 
whole process of dwelling in the new contains. 
“Media are implicated in how people maintain 
relationships, produce subjectivities, and build 
communities under a range of conditions of 
mobility (and immobility)” (Olivieri, 2020). 
   From the decade of the 1980s, the role of the 
newspaper turned into an informative medium 
focused on the act of remembering and streng-
thening the collective memory. Later on, around 
the year 2000, the newspaper started a series of 
reports entitled "Garibalde-JGS District of Vesz-
prém", inserted in the column called Memory 
(Figure 10.). With 48 published articles that year, 
Eugenio Victor Schmockel expose the history and 
the memories of the Hungarian immigrants who 
occupied the lands in the region today called 
Garibaldi, in the city of Jaraguá do Sul. In this way, 
bringing back a whole history from the past 
together with documentation and photographs 
   The author who signed as Fritz von Jaraguá, be-
gins a series of reports that tell a little about the 
history of Hungarian immigrants, such stories are 
mixed with the stories of other immigrants and 
with the development of the region called Gari-
baldi, which contributed to the development of 
Jaraguá do Sul. "I am in the month of January 
2000, when I begin to publish the memories that I 
have accumulated about a large strip of land in 
Jaragua that the past has agreed to call Garibaldi, 
heavily colonized by Hungarian immigrants" (Fritz 
von Jaraguá in O Correio do Povo, 2000, Issue No. 
4253). In the same publication, the author empha-
sizes and repeats a few times the role of the news-
paper in showing solidarity with Hungarians and 
their descendants. In the development of publica-
tions, it is approached from the history and data of 
Hungary, through historical data of Brazil and the 
region of Santa Catarina. 

. 
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   Figure 10. The first 3 articles were entitled "Garibalde-JGS District of Veszprém" from the issues in 2000. Source: 
Hemeroteca Digital Catarinens 

 
 
 
 
   Among the reports, it is important to highlight 
some information, as well as mentioned the 
estimated number of people and the year of their 
arrival in Jaraguá do Sul. Such estimates come from 
personal notes of Franz Fischer estimating: 230 
Hungarians arrived in 1891, 149 Hungarians 
arrived in 1892, 6 Hungarians arrived in 1893, 156 
Hungarians arrived in 1895 and 165 Hungarians 
arrived in 1896, summing a total of 706 people. In 
the year 2000, Fritz von Jaraguá estimated that 

more than 1,500 people declared themselves of 
Hungarian descent.  
   Each of the reports in the newspaper that year 
was accompanied by images of houses, churches, 
maps, and of Hungarian families. 
   One of the observations regarding the 
architectural style of the buildings is that the author 
links the half-timbered architecture with that used 
by Hungarian families on several occasions (Figure 
11.). 
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   Figure 11. Images of some buildings from the articles “Garibalde-JGS District of Veszprém" from the issues in 2000. 
Source: Hemeroteca Digital Catarinense 

 
 
 
 
 
   After the '90s, a column called "History in 
Photographs" emerges, which remains active until 
the present. Photographs and even old newspaper 
covers are published, further highlighting the role 
of the archives and the newspaper as a source of 
bringing out the collective memory, but also as a 
very important source that portrays the current 
aspects of the past.  
   As an example, in the year 2021, the newspaper

 brings the page of a newspaper column (Figure 
12.).  
   "History in Photographs" of an issue from 1999, 
with photographs of the Wolf house, a commercial 
house, and a ball saloon for the community of 
Hungarian descendants at that time, located in 
Garibaldi. This publication can be seen as a 
memory of memory from the past, reinforcing the 
remembering role of the newspaper. 
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Figure 12. O Correio do Povo, of September 14, 2021. Source: The author (2021) 

 
 
 
   Conclusion 
   As above presented, the role of media can be 
both uniting and connecting through sharing 
information, which was the main role of the 
newspaper for the Hungarian immigrants and later 
for the descendants, who through the publications 
reinforced their culture, while assimilating with the 
new landscape. Over the years, the newspaper also 
got the important role of remembering, and 
bringing the history of the immigration journey and 

all the contributions to the development of the city. 
Within the act of remembering, also through the 
column still present in the newspaper, the medium 
keeps reinforcing the collective memory. 
   For the conclusion, it is important to bring back 
the statement presented in the introduction of this 
work, regarding the essential question of how the 
movement is remembered and archived by whom 
and for what purposes (Smets, Leurs, Georgeu et 
al., 2020). As a researcher, the achievement of such 
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content is helping in the construction of the 
understanding of the cultural product of the 
Hungarian immigrants from the end of the 19th 
century in the new lands of Brazil. But it is also 
important to question the purpose from the 
perspective of the local communities and their 
members while remembering.  
   This work is part of a research focused on the 
investigation of Hungarian architectural patterns in 
Brazil and the architecture paths in Veszprém, in 
this sense, through this research on newspapers 
articles, it was possible to identify the main values 
and needs of the Hungarian families in the south of 
Brazil at that time. This can be reflected in their 
own architecture once this research takes the 
architecture as a cultural product. The articles from 
the newspaper analyzed do not show the relation 
of the Hungarians with the architecture itself, but 
their main values and needs, such as the values 
related to the religion, expressed in the construc-
tion of the oldest church of the city, dedicated to 
Saint Stephen, and the importance it was given to 
the education as well, which was seen in the 
divulgation of festivals happening every year in 
order to raise funds to the schools and the church. 
The commercial houses pointed out in this work 
represent not only the physical meeting point of 
the community but also a means of commu-
nication.  In addition, the appearance of architect-
tural elements, such as the photographs of the 
Wolf house, just under the newspaper role of 
remembering reinforces that the buildings are 
symbols of the past. 
   Finally, plenty of studies have been carried out 
about topics relating to communication, social 
media, and migration, but this work would like to 
make a connection also with memory and all the 
possibilities within digital media to keep streng-
thening many untold stories. As presented in this 
discussion, the newspaper had been playing the 
role of remembering, while also archiving in the 
digital format much important information to 

portray the past. The final question surrounds 
possibilities of the emerging technologies. Allowing 
the archive storages of newspapers, but also social 
media it is allowing further communication bet-
ween the members of the local community and 
researchers sharing and exchanging old photo-
graphy which follows the remembering process. 
What if the relationship between memory and forgetting were 
actually being transformed under cultural pressures in which 
new information technologies, media politics, and fast-paced 
consumption are beginning to take their toll? (Huyssen, 
2000, 27.) 
   When one comes from the point of view already 
approached by Nora (1989), about the acceleration 
of history, thus, increasing the cultural pressure of 
new information also coming from the new tech-
nologies, it is very interesting to start questioning 
the new media's role concerning the past and the 
emerging possibilities of keep learning from it, 
through the process of remembering. „Media 
practices have historically shaped the imagining of 
forgotten pasts and possible futures” (Hedger, 
2016, 3.), this work leaves open new questions for 
further studies regarding the new possibilities of 
connecting such untold stories. 

 
    Note: In the digital archive of newspapers in the 
state of Santa Catarina, only a few editions of the 
newspaper Jaraguá: Seminarios Nacionalistas were 
found, and in these, no publications related to the 
topic of this research were identified, so this work 
focused on the findings of the newspaper O Correio 
do Povo. 
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