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A Thesium kernerianum Simonk. lektotipizálása 

 

Összefoglalás – A T. kernerianum a tágabb értelemben vett Keleti-Kárpátok endémikus növénye (SZÜCS 
1943, MORARIU 1952, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009, HURDU et al. 2012a, 2012b). A szerzők áttekintik a faj 
felfedezésének történetét, irodalmi és herbáriumi adatait, tipizálják a nevet, és helyesbítnek néhány, a 
szakirodalomban felbukkant tévedést. Habár a fajt Simonkai még az erdélyi flóraművének (SIMONKAI 
1887) megjelenése előtt írta le a Királykőről és a Bucsecsről (SIMONKAI 1886a: 183), újabb források 
(HENDRYCH 1993, SÂRBU & MITITIUC 1994, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009), tévesen, a flóraművet tüntetik fel a faj 
protológusaként. A faj felfedezését követően az 1960-as évekig nem találtak újabb lelőhelyeket a 
botanikusok, így az a képzet alakult ki, hogy a T. kernerianum csak a Délkeleti-Kárpátok egy-két pontján 
fordul elő (vö. JÁVORKA 1924–1925, SOÓ 1933, SZÜCS 1943, MORARIU 1952). HENDRYCH (1963) azonban a 
prágai herbáriumban felfedezett egy példányt, amelyett még 1935-ben, a Dél-Bukovinához tartozó 
Ráró-hegységben gyűjtött egy cseh kutató. Ez a lelőhely mintegy 250 km-rel északra tolta ki a faj addig 
ismert areáját. Később néhány ponton előkerült a Csukás-hegységből, a Csalhóból, és a sokáig 
figyelmen kívül hagyott (vö. MORARIU & BELDIE 1976, DIHORU & PÂRVU 1987) ráró-hegységi adat is 
megerősítést nyert (SÂRBU & ZÜNDORF 1993). A T. kernerianum jelenleg ismert lelőhelyeit OPREA (2005), 
CIOCÂRLAN (2009) és NEGREAN & DIHORU (2009), herbáriumi példányait MIHĂILESCU (2001) és NEGREAN & 
DIHORU (2009) foglalják össze. Kétes és megerősítést igényel a faj Fogarasi-havasokból (nem pontosított 
lelőhelyről) közölt adata (PUŞCARU-SOROCEANU et al. 1977). A szerzők felsorolják az általuk ismert 
herbáriumi példányokat (nagyjából gyűjtési időrendben), kiegészítve az eddig nem publikált anyaggal, 
továbbá a Simonkai originálék alapján lektotipizálják a T. kernerianum nevet. Ezzel a szakirodalomban 
tévesen közölt (BELDIE 1967, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009) locus classicus (Bucsecs: Gaura-völgy) is 
helyesbítésre kerül. A faj tényleges locus classicus-sza a Királykő, ahonnan a lektotípus származik. 

 
Lectotipificarea speciei Thesium kernerianum Simonk. 

 

Rezumat – Thesium kernerianum este un endemit rar al Carpaţilor Orientali, specie de Carte Roşie. În 
lucrarea de faţă autorii revizuiesc istoricul descoperirii, datele bibliografice şi datele de herbar ale 
speciei, fac lectotipificarea numelui, precum şi îndreaptă unele greşeli întâlnite în literatura de 
specialitate. Specia a fost descrisă de Lajos Simonkai din Piatra Craiului, respectiv Bucegi (SIMONKAI 
1886a: 183) încă înainte de apariţia lucrării sale despre flora Transilvaniei (SIMONKAI 1887). Surse mai 
noi (HENDRYCH 1993, SÂRBU & MITITIUC 1994, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009) menţionează eronat, ca protolog al 
speciei, lucrarea despre flora Transilvaniei a lui Simonkai. Până în anii 1960 specia a fost considerată ca 
endemit al Munţilor Bucegi şi Piatra Craiului, însă HENDRYCH (1963) a identificat o coală de herbar cu 
Thesium (colectat din Munţii Rarău în anul 1935 de către S. Staněk, dar greşit identificat, ulterior 
dovedindu-se a fi Thesium kernerianum), descoperire ce a dus la pierderea atributului de endemit 
transilvănean, specia devenind astfel endemit al Carpaţilor Orientali. Între timp specia a fost găsită şi în 
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Munţii Ciucaş, iar în 1984 şi în Ceahlău (SÂRBU & ZÜNDORF 1993).  Este dubioasă şi necesită confirmare 
prezenţa speciei în Munţii Făgăraş, de unde a fost citată de PUŞCARU-SOROCEANU et al. (1977) în pajişti 
calcifile montane şi alpine, fără coronime. Distribuţia speciei este sintetizată în literatură de către OPREA 
(2005), CIOCÂRLAN (2009) şi NEGREAN & DIHORU (2009), iar specimenele de herbar de către MIHĂILESCU 
(2001) şi NEGREAN & DIHORU (2009). Autorii înşiră în ordinea cronologică a culegerii exemplarele de 
herbar cunoscute, precum şi lectotipifică numele Thesium kernerianum. Cu această ocazie este 
corectată o eroare perpetuată în literatura de specialitate (BELDIE 1967, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009), 
referitoare la locus classicus al speciei, care nu este în Valea Gaura din Bucegi, ci în Piatra Craiului, de 
unde provine şi lectotipul. 

 
Abstract – Thesium kernerianum is an endemic species of the Eastern Carpathians (in broad sense). 
The paper includes a survey of the discovery as well as the literature and herbarium records of this 
species. The name is lectotypified, and a few inaccuracies appearing in the literature are corrected. 
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Introduction 
 

Thesium kernerianum Simonk. is considered to be an Eastern Carpathian (in broad sense) 
endemic species (SZÜCS 1943, MORARIU 1952, HENDRYCH 1993, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009, HURDU 

et al. 2012a, 2012b). Its protologue is, however, sometimes erroneously referenced in the 
literature (HENDRYCH 1993, SÂRBU & MITITIUC 1994, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009). The main aims 
of our paper were (1) to survey the records, and (2) to lectotypify the name and thus 
establish the locus classicus of this poorly known species. Herbarium acronyms follow Index 

Herbariorum [1]. 
 

Records of Thesium kernerianum in historical context 
 
During his field researches aiming at elaborating a monograph on the Transylvanian vascular 
flora, the Hungarian botanist Lajos Simonkai visited the Piatra Craiului (= Királykő, 
Königstein) and the Bucegi (= Bucsecs) massifs of the South-Eastern Carpathians at the end 
of August 1883. The main scientific results of these trips were published in a few papers (e.g. 
SIMONKAI 1886a, 1886b) prior to the monograph itself (SIMONKAI 1887). Unfortunately, being 
overshadowed by the monograph, these papers are often ignored in Romanian botanical 
literature (e.g. BELDIE 1967, MIHĂILESCU 2001, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009). 

Undoubtedly, among the taxonomic novelties released by Simonkai before the publication 
of his monograph, one of the most remarkable is Thesium kernerianum Simonk. (HENDRYCH 
1962, 1963). As it is evident from the labels of the traced voucher specimens in BP 
herbarium (BP 42510, BP 42511), Simonkai discovered this taxon below the summit region 
of the Piatra Craiului massif on 26–27th August 1883. A few days later (29–31st August) 
Simonkai visited the Bucegi massif, where he also found T. kernerianum in the valley system 
“Gaura” (SIMONKAI 1886b: 154). Unfortunately, no voucher specimen collected by him at the 
latter locality was traceable by us. The new species T. kernerianum was described in SIMONKAI 
(1886a: 183), with the gathering information reading “Habitat in saxosis alpis Királykő et 
Bucsecs hinc-inde sat copiose, ubi anno 1883 aug. 26–30 fructiferum legi.” In the monograph 
SIMONKAI (1887: 478) gave the same localities. 

Actually, up to the 1960s no new locality of this species was reported, thus making a 
common assumption among botanists that the distribution area of T. kernerianum is very 
small, being restricted only to a few localities in the South-Eastern Carpathians (see PAX 
1898, 1908, BORNMÜLLER 1913, JÁVORKA 1924–1925, SOÓ 1933, SZÜCS 1943, MORARIU 1952). In 
the second half of the 20th century, however, the Czech botanist Radovan Hendrych revealed 
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a voucher specimen of T. kernerianum in PR herbarium, which was collected by the Moravian 
botanist Stanislav Stanĕk in the Rarău massif (Southern Bucovina, Romania) in 1935 
(HENDRYCH 1963). Consequently, the distribution range of T. kernerianum suddenly expanded 
ca. 250 km northwards (see also JALAS & SUOMINEN 1976). Surprisingly, the new locality has 
remained unknown in the Romanian literature for some time (see MORARIU & BELDIE 1976, 
DIHORU & PÂRVU 1987), and was recognised only by NEGREAN & OLTEAN (1989) (see also SÂRBU 

& ZÜNDORF 1993 and OPREA & SÎRBU 2012). Nonetheless, new localities of T. kernerianum were 
reported by Romanian botanists from the Ciucaş Mts. (PAUCĂ et al. 1960, CIUCĂ 1967, 1984, 
Negrean herb. 1982), Făgăraş Mts. (PUŞCARU-SOROCEANU et al. 1977) and Ceahlău Mts. (SÂRBU 

& ZÜNDORF 1993). The latter somewhat links the geographically distant localities of T. 

kernerianum in the Rarău massif and the South-Eastern Carpathians, whereas the record 
from the Făgăraş Mts. is rather dubious and needs confirmation. 

The currently known localities of the species are summarised by OPREA (2005), CIOCÂRLAN 
(2009) and NEGREAN & DIHORU (2009). The number of voucher specimens enumerated by 
MIHĂILESCU (2001) and NEGREAN & DIHORU (2009) is less than a dozen. We hereby list all the 
known specimens, including those not published so far, arranged in a rough chronological 
order of gathering. It is worth mentioning that no voucher specimen was found in CRAI and 
SIB herbaria. 
 
1883: Simkovics (Simonkai), Piatra Craiului Mts. (BP) 
1896: Pax, Piatra Craiului Mts. (BP) 
1912: Bornmüller, Bucegi Mts. (W) 
1935: Stanĕk, Pietrele-Doamnei (Rarău Mts.) (PR) 
1946, 1949: Şerbanescu, Bucegi Mts. (BUCM) 
1955: Morariu, Piatra Craiului Mts. (BVS) 
1970, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1990, 1999: Negrean, Bucegi Mts. (BUC, BUCM, private herb.) 
1982: Negrean, Ciucaş Mts. (private herb.) 
1984: Sârbu & Zündorf, Ceahlău Mts. (I) 
1990, 1991: Sârbu, Pietrele-Doamnei (Rarău Mts.) (I, CL) 
1994, 1997: Mihăilescu, Piatra Craiului Mts. (BUCA) 
 
 

Lectotypification of Thesium kernerianum 
 
As highlighted above, this species was described in SIMONKAI (1886a: 183), not in SIMONKAI 
(1887: 478) as stated by HENDRYCH (1993), SÂRBU & MITITIUC (1994), and NEGREAN & DIHORU 

(2009). Moreover, some authors (e.g. BELDIE 1967, NEGREAN & DIHORU 2009) hold a firm belief 
that the locus classicus of T. kernerianum is Valea Gaura (Gaura valley) within the Bucegi 
massif. In fact, as a consequence of our lectotypification below, the type locality of T. 

kernerianum is established in the Piatra Craiului massif (Királykő), where this species was 
actually discovered by Simonkai: 
 
 
Thesium kernerianum Simonk., Természetrajzi Füzetek 10: 183, 1886. 
Lectotype (designated here): [Romania], “Transsilvaniae alpes austro-orientales: in saxosis 
alpis Királykő infra cacumen summum, 1800–1900 mt.” [Transylvania, Piatra Craiului Mts., 
below the summit, at an elevation of 1800–1900 m], 26–27. August 1883, L. Simkovics [L. 

Simonkai]; BP 42510 (Fig. 1). Isolectotype: BP 42511. 
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Thesium kernerianum Simonk. (BP 42510). 
1. ábra. A Thesium kernerianum Simonk. lektotípusa (BP 42510). 
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