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Summary 

The spread of utilization of renewable energy resources is primarily motivated by objectives of energy 

policy and climate protection. However the rural and community development role of the new 

investments had got a greater significance in the past years. In the last years or decades the different 

renewable energy sectors became an important objective of regional policy. In parallel with these 

changes the renewable energy sources aroused the interest of potential investors. The low population 

density and relative richness of natural resources in rural areas provide favourable conditions for 

location of these investments. On the base of local economic development aspects was designated as 

positive effects that the investments utilize the internal resources of these regions. However in practice 

it raises different significant questions. What is the role of local financial resources, professional skills 

and sufficient number of customers in renewable energy investments? We cannot imagine authentic 

and successful rural development projects without considering the interests and participation of local 

communities. Our research focuses on requirements of prosperous and long-term sustainable 

renewable energy based community development solutions following Hungarian and European 

examples. 

Keywords: renewable energy sources, local economic development, sustainable energy systems, 

community solutions, public participation 
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