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AL oM

The Role of Gifts in the Diplomatic Relations between
Sigismund of Luxemburg and the Teutonic Order

ABSTRACT

In the diplomatic relations between Sigismund of Luxembourg and the Teutonic Order, gifts of
varying kinds and value played an important role, in line with contemporary European practice.
Far more records survive concerning the gifts presented by the Order to the Hungarian and
King of the Romans than those sent by Sigismund to the Grand Master. The Order’s gifts often
conveyed symbolic political messages; by contrast, no such function can be clearly identified in
Sigismund’s case. In its gift-giving practices, the Order also considered the potential political
influence of wives and daughters at princely courts, and accordingly extended gifts to them.
Given the Order’s monastic and ecclesiastical character, such a practice on Sigismund’s part is
hardly conceivable. Particular attention should be paid to the Grand Master’s most prestigious
gifts, namely trained hunting falcons, highly esteemed across Europe. These were distributed
according to the rank of the recipients and the significance of political relations, with the number
of birds serving as an indicator of status.

Notably, the treasury accounts of the Grand Master record only one Hungarian gift deemed
worthy of specific mention: Hungarian wine. Strikingly, the sources indicate that this “gift” was
in fact purchased by the Order at considerable cost. As for other items Sigismund may have sent
to Prussia, these can be inferred from the practices of other European rulers, typically consisting
of objects compatible with the knights’ monastic lifestyle or of religious relics.

Keywords: Teutonic Order, diplomacy, Sigismund of Luxemburg, gift, fifteenth century,

Introduction

In medieval Europe, various gifts played an important role in the diplomatic
relations between rulers and princes, which, as a means of symbolic commu-
nication, expressed goodwill, respect, and appreciation. They strengthened
political relations and alliances, or in certain cases tried to encourage the re-
cipients to take specific political or military steps. In addition, the gifts were
intended to promote and facilitate the principal tasks of international rela-
tions in the medieval sense: conflict management, the development of trust,
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and cooperation. Gifts were generally in line with the rank and social status of
the recipients, but when they were intended to persuade or encourage the re-
cipients to take a concrete and tangible action, gifts were generally over-repre-
sented compared to the customs and unwritten courtesies of the time. In dip-
lomatic relations, gifts — which were to be reciprocated with a similar value or
order of magnitude — were to be given publicly, in the context of appropriate
ceremonies and rituals, so that their message and symbolic content would be
known as widely as possible. In these ceremonies and ceremonial bestowals,
it was never the actual monetary value of the gift that was considered to be
the most important, but its specificity, uniqueness, or even its quantity, sym-
bolic content, as well as the method and ritual of the gift-giving that expressed
respect and appreciation towards the recipient.'

In most cases, we learn about the fact of gift-giving in the Middle Ages
from the various account books, but particularly unusual, spectacular and
extraordinary gifts were usually also mentioned in the chronicles. For exam-
ple, according to the Annales regni Francorum, Caliph Harun al-Rashid pre-
sented a live elephant to Emperor Charlemagne in 802 as a gift, which lived
for ten years in the imperial court in Aachen.” However, this was preced-
ed by lively diplomatic relations between the Franks and the Muslims even
before the reign of Charles.” The elephant was such an exotic gift that no-
body but the emperor possessed in Christian Europe. The exotic wildlife park

' Davis, Natalie Zenon, Die schenkende Gesellschaft. Zur Kultur der franzisischen
Renaissance. Minchen, 2022.; Schwedler, Gerald, Herrschertreffen des Spitmittelalters.
Formen — Rituale — Wirkungen. (Mittelalter—Forschungen, 21.) Ostfildern, 2008. 380.;
Schwedler, Gerald, “Rituelle Diplomatie. Die Personliche beziehungen Sigismunds von
Luxemburg zu Benachbarten Kénigen und den Herrschern des Balkans”, In. Hruza, Karel —
Kaar, Alexandra (eds.), Kaiser Sigismund zur Herrschaftspraxis eines europdischen Monarchen
(1368-1437). (Forschungen zur Kaiser- und Papstgeschichte des Mittelalters, Beihifte zu J.
E Bohmer, Regesta Imperii, 31.) Wien—K6ln—Weimar, 2012. 411-427.; Schwedler, Gerald,
“Diplomatische Geschenke unter Kénigen im Spitmittelalter. Freundschaft und Gabentausch
zwischen politischer Praxis und der schriftlichen Norm der Firstenspiegelliteratur”, In.
Griinbart, Michael (ed.), Geschenke erhalten die Freundschaft. Gabentausch und Netzwerkpflege
im europdischen Mittelalter. Akten des Internationalen Kollogquinms Miinster, 19-20. November
2009. Berlin, 2011. 145-186.

* Annales regni Francorum— Die Reichsannalen. In. Quellen zur karolingischen Reichsgeschichte,
Erster Teil. Ed. Rau Reinhold. (Ausgewihlte Quellen zur Geschichte des des Mittelalters, 5.)
Darmstadt, 1955. 78.

% Fletcher, Richard, Ein Elefant fiir Karl den GrofSen. Christen und Muslime im Mittelalter.
Darmstadt, 2005. 59.; Schlicht, Alfred, Die Araber und Europa. 2000 Jahre gemeinsamer
Geschichte. Stuttgart, 2008. 56.
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of the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick I, which followed Hellenistic, Roman
and Byzantine royal traditions, symbolised the same authority and power that
was greater than that of anyone else. In this wildlife park, animals hitherto
almost unknown in the Christian West were kept, including lions, leopards,
cheetahs, camels, elephants, and monkeys.* Of all the remarkable, unusual,
and unique gifts, the one from the ruler of Egypt and Damascus in 1232 was
undoubtedly the most surprising and extraordinary. Several chroniclers have
recorded that Sultan al-Kamil sent a truly special, very expensive tent as a gift
to the most powerful ruler of Christendom, Emperor Frederick II, which was
worth more than 20,000 silver marks. This tent was a real planetarium with
an elaborate mechanical structure, where a meticulous mechanical clock and
moving mechanism on the inner surface of the dome-shaped tent showed
the movement of the celestial bodies. The extraordinary gift of the Sultan,
which attracted much attention and interest, pleased Frederick, and he even
put it on public display in a solemn ceremony in the town of Venosa in south-
ern Italy.’ In addition to the uniqueness of the planetarium tent, the value
of the gift was significantly enhanced by the fact that it was perfectly suited to
the personal interest and curiosity of the emperor.® According to the chronicle
of Ulrich von Richental, in 1417 a gift from the Polish King Wladystaw II
Jagielto to the Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund of Luxemburg also attracted
much attention. He gave a bison to Sigismund that came from Lithuania and
cost 400 Hungarian gold florins to transport to the Council of Constance.”
This was also reported by the Procurator General of the Teutonic Order in
a letter to the Grand Master written on 9 February 1417 (Ouch wisset, das
der konig von Polen hat eynen wesant gesant her dem romisschen konige, und der

* Houben, Hubert, Kaiser Friedrich II. (1194-1250). Herrescher, Mensch und Mythos.
Stutegart, 2008. 130.

> Conradus de Fabaria. Continuatio casuum Sancti Galli. Ed. Pertz, Georg Heinrisch.
(Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Scriptores rerum Sangallensium, II.) Hannover, 1829.
163-183. 178.; Lohrmann, Dietrich, “Das Himmelszelt des Sultan al-Kamil von 1232 fiir
Kaiser Friedrich 117, = Historische Zeitschrift 294, 2012, 297-327. 297, 300.

 On the scientific interests of Emperor Frederick II, see e.g. Abulafia, David, Friedrich
II. von Hohenstaufern. Herrscher zwischen den Kulturen. Miinchen, 1988. 273-283.; Horst,
Eberhard, Friedrich II. der Staufer. Kaiser — Feldherr — Dichter. Miinchen, 1990. 167-169,
183-200.; Houben, Kaiser Friedrich II, 2008. 145-148.

7 Ulrich Richental. Chronik des Konstanzer Konzils 1414—1418. Ed. Buck, Thomas Martin
(Konstanzer Geschichts- und Rechtsquellen, 41.) Ostfildern, 2010. [hereinafter Richental]
84-85.
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ist gestern hergebrocht).® Richental believed that Sigismund also appreciated
the value and rarity of the animal, which is why he presented it to the King
of England,” however, this seems unlikely. For Sigismund of Luxemburg, who
was also King of Hungary, the bison could not have been an unknown animal.
It undoubtedly attracted a lot of attention in Germany and Western Europe
because of its size and shape, yet, it was still hunted regularly in Hungary
in the fifteenth century.'® The fact that the Procurator General of the Order
considered it important to report on the gift of the Polish King was not sim-
ply a routine notification on the events and developments related to the larg-
est ecclesiastical and secular forum in Europe at the time,"" but showed that
the leadership of the Teutonic Order was paying special attention to the ac-
tions, political steps and ambitions of Sigismund of Luxemburg. This distin-
guished attention, however, did not only emerge at the Council of Constance,
but had a history of more than two decades, and was closely related with
the fact that both the Teutonic Order and Sigismund had always counted on
the other as a potential ally.'> Over the course of their decades-long relation-
ship, they maintained an intense diplomatic interaction and, in accordance
with medieval practice and the chivalric courtly code of conduct, each side
offered gifts to the other to show their respect and appreciation for the other
and to win the other’s support for their own positions and plans.

8 Die Berichte der Generalprokuratoren des Deutschen Ordens an der Kurie, Bd. II, Peter von
Wormdire (1403—1419). Ed. Koeppen, Hans. (Verdffentlichungen der niedersichsischen
Archivverwaltung, 13.) Gottingen, 1960. Nr. 197.; Regesta Imperii XI. Die Urkunden Kaiser
Sigmunds (1410-1437), Bd. 1. Ed. Bshmen, Johann Friedrich. Innsbruck, 1896. Nr. 2064a.;
Homann, Mats, “Der Blick des Deutschen Ordens auf das Konstanzer Konzil. Die Briefe
des Generalprokurators Peter von Wormditt und des Hochmeisters Michael Kiichmeister”,
In. Flachenecker, Helmut (ed.), Der Deutsche Orden auf dem Konstanzer Konzil. Pline —
Strategien — Erwartungen. (Quellen und Studien zur Geschichte des Deutschen Ordens, 84.)
IImtal-WeinstrafSe, 2020. 55-88. 58.

? Richental 85.

19 Gulyds Lészlé Szabolcs, “Levéltdri bolény-vaddszat. Az eurdpai bolény (Bison bonasus)
a kozépkori Magyar Kirdlysdgban az irott forrdsok tiikrében”, = Torténeti tanulmdnyok 25,
2017, 99-125. 114.; Kovécs Zsolt, “A magyar bolény histéridja”, = Allatvildg 2, 2015, 3-7.
5.; Kovdts Istvdn, “Vaddszatok a kozépkori Pilis-erdd teriiletén”, = Archaeologia — Altum
Castrum Online 2020. 2-9. 7.

' Engels, Odilo, “Der Reichsgedanke auf dem Konstanzer Konzil”, = Historisches Jahrbuch
86, 1966, 80-106. 70

12 Pésdn Liszlo, “Zsigmond és a Német Lovagrend”, = Hadtorténelmi Kozlemények 111,

1998, 630-656. 630-631.
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Following the classification by Arnd Reitemeier, there were three main
types of embassies in the Middle Ages, according to their authority and rank:
the actual negotiating delegation, the representative delegation, which had
the right to ceremoniously sign treaties and agreements concluding the pre-
paratory negotiations, and finally the embassy that did not conduct actual ne-
gotiations, but represented only the size, authority and power of the sending
party.”® A typical example of the latter was the delegation that accompanied
the French Princess Isabella to England in 1396." In all three cases, the size
of the delegations reflected the power and authority of the sending party
and, in the case of the envoys with actual negotiating capacity, it also showed
that the delegates had both broad authority and negotiating skills. Such en-
voys, who were authorised to represent the sending party in full, were usually
high-ranking ecclesiastical or secular dignitaries.” In June 1415, for example,
a French ambassiad negotiating a possible peace treaty with King Henry V
of England crossed the Channel with five ships.'® The English monarch even
invited the French ambassadors to a ceremonial feast, showing how much he
appreciated them."” In the same year, the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order
sent two Prussian merchants as envoys to England, for which he apologised,
claiming that the Order was in a difficult situation, both militarily and fi-
nancially, and therefore could not send more prestigious emissaries.'® In
the Middle Ages as well, the arrival of a diplomatic delegation was preceded
by a long preparatory process. At first, they tried to bring political positions
closer together by exchanging letters and sending heralds, but even at this
stage of the negotiations they tried to win the goodwill of the other side by
sending gifts. According to the sources, there was an intensive diplomatic
exchange between Sigismund of Luxemburg and the Teutonic Order almost
continuously, with couriers and envoys coming and going regularly from

13 Reitemeier, Arnd, Aufenpolitik im Spéitmittelalter. Die Beziehungen zwischen dem Reich
und England 1377-1422. (Verdffentlichungen des Deutschen Historischen Instituts London,
45.) London, 1999. 345-347.

4 Saul, Richard II., 229-230, 457.

15 Reitemeier, Auflenpolitik, 1999. 166.

16 Uo. 154.

17" Reitemeier, Arnd, “Diplomatischer Alltag im Spitmittelalter. Gesandte in den englischen
Bezichungen zu Frankreich und zur Hanse”, In. Schwinges, Rainer Christoph — Wriedt,
Klaus (eds.), Gesandschaft- und Botenwesen im spitmittelalterlichen Europa. (Vortrige und
Forschungen, 60.) Stuttgart, 2003. 135-167. 154.

'8 Die Recesse und andere Akten der Hansetage von 1256—1430. Hanserecesse. 1. Abt. Bd. 3,
6. Ed. Koppmann, Karl. Leipzig, 1875, 1889. [hereinafter HR I] Bd. 6. Nr. 194.
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Prussia to Hungary, and vice versa."” Essentially, these letters and lesser envoys
with limited negotiating power prepared the ground for substantive negoti-
ations, which led to agreements and the dispatch of prestigious delegations.
In accordance with the medieval practice of diplomatic relations, both
the Teutonic Order and Sigismund of Luxemburg gave gifts to one an-
other. There are far more records of the gifts the Grand Master gave to
the Hungarian and Holy Roman ruler than those of Sigismund. In 1397,
prior to the meeting between the King of Hungary and the King of Poland,
the Teutonic Order presented Sigismund of Luxemburg with an expensive,
painted, double-winged altar. The Treasury of the Order paid 121 marks to
the Prussian master Johann, who made the altarpieces.” The religious gift
of the Grand Master carried a clear political message: the unquestionable au-
thority of the Catholic Church, its guiding role for all Christian sovereigns, and
with it emphasized the importance of the commitment of the Teutonic Order
to the Catholic faith, their devout service to the Church, their constant strug-
gle against the enemies of Christianity, and their priority over secular po-
litical interests.”! The gift of the Grand Master meant that commitment to
the Order (that is the Catholic faith) was more important than anything else.
Despite the fact that the King of Hungary king was about to lead a crusade
against the Turks, the newly converted Wiadystaw II Jagietto was not con-
sidered a true Christian by the Teutonic Order and they tried to dissuade
the Hungarian king from abandoning his anti-Polish stance and reconcile with
the Polish king. However, in order to ensure the success of the great crusade
against the Turks, the Hungarian monarch sought to settle his relations with
the Polish royal couple, and, for the benefit of all Christendom, also urged
the Grand Master and the Teutonic Order to make peace with Wiadystaw II
Jagielto.”” The two-winged altar made in Prussia in 1397 was therefore more
than a valuable work of art, it was an indispensable object of worship, it car-

¥ Das Marienburger Trefllerbuch der Jahre 1399—1409. Ed. Joachim, Erich. Konigsberg,
1896. [hereinafter MTB] 19, 37, 67, 77, 125, 146, 205, 221, 341, 344, 355, 368, 383, 386,
387,423, 424, 467, 470, 478, 488, 491, 531, 536, 537, 538, 541, 561, 586, 598.

2 Arszyfski, Marian, “Der Deutsche Orden als Bauherr und Kunstmizen”, = Ordines
Militares Colloguia Torunensia Historica 3, 1985, 145-162. 161.

I Domastowski, Jerzy, “Die gotische Malerei im Dienste des Deutschen Ordens”, = Ordlines
Militares. Colloquia Torunensia Historica 3, 1985, 169-184.; Raczkowski, Janusz, Gotik im
Ordensland. Architektur, Sculptur und Malerei. Torun, 2002.

22 Codex diplomaticus Prussicus, Bd. IV, V1. Ed. Voigt, Johannes. Kénigsberg, 1853, 1861. Bd.
VI. Nr. 45.; Johann von Posilge, Chronik des Landes Preussen. In. Scriptores rerum prussicarum.
Die Geschichtsquellen der preussischer Vorzeit bis zum Untergange der Ordensherrschaft, Bd. 111.
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ried a concrete political message, and emphasized the position of the military
order as expressed in letters or through envoys. It did not achieve its goal,
however, as on 14 July 1397 the Hungarian and Polish kings met in person in
Spisskd Nova Ves and concluded a surprisingly long peace treaty for 16 years.”
Besides the painted winged altar, the Order gave valuable objects of artistic
craftsmanship to Sigismund as gifts on other occasions as well. For example,
according to the Marienburger TrefSlerbuch, a record of the revenues and ex-
penditures of the Grand Masters’ Treasury, on 12 February 1408 the Treasurer
(TrefSler, thesaurarius) paid 5.5 marks to a goldsmith named Werner to make
two gold-plated drinking chalices made of buffalo horns, decorated with fine
goldsmith’s work, which were to be presented to the King of Hungary (item
52 m vor 2 wesenthorner zu vorgolden und reyne zuzumachen Werner dem golts-
mede, die dem herren koninge von Ungern gesant worden).** Needless to say,
the Teutonic Order often presented other European sovereigns as well with
gifts of fine metalwork and objects made of precious metals. In 1399, for
example, the treasury of the Grand Master paid 4 marks to a goldsmith in
Elblag to have a waist belt made of silver plates coated with gold, because
the Grand Master wanted to present it to the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas
(item 4 m. eyme goltsmede zum Elbinge, der dem meister silberynne koppe hatte
obirgoldet, dil herzog Wytowdt gegeben werden).” In 1404, the Order presented
30 heraldically painted shields to the Lithuanian Prince Svitrigaila.?s In 1410,
two painters from Elblag, Johann Wilden and Johann Dreseler, together re-
ceived 18.5 marks for painting 59 shields.”” When the Grand Master and
the King of Poland met in person in the town of Torun, Jagielto was present-

Eds. Hirsch, Theodor, — Toeppen, Max — Strehlke, Ernst. Leipzig, 1866. [hereinafter SRP
II1.] 214.

» Gasiorowski, Antonim, Itinerarium Kréla Wiadystawa Jagietly 1386—1434. Warszawa,
1972. 40.; Hoensch, Jorg K, “Konig / Kaiser Sigismund, der Deutsche Orden und Polen—
Litauen”, = Zeitschrift fiir Ostmitteleuropa—Forschung 46, 1997, 1-44. 9.; Schwedler,
Herrschertreffen, 2008. 336, 455.

2 MTB 467.; Bokonyi Sdndor, “Zwei Trinkbecher aus Wisenthdrnern”, = Folia Archaeologica
12, 1960, 273-280. 275.; Wozniak, Michal, “Die Goldschmiedekunst in Preussen im
Dienste des Ordens, der Kirche und der Stidte”, In. Wenta, Jarostaw — Hartmann, Sieglinde
— Vollmann-Profe, Gisela (eds.), Mittelalterliche Kultur und Literatur im Deutschordensstaat in
Preussen. Leben und Nachleben. (Sacra Bella Septentrionalia, I.) Torun, 2008. 125-130. 129.

» MTB 8.

6 MTB 318.

77 Schmid, Bernhard, “Maler und Bildhauer in Preuflen zur Ordenszeit”, AltpreufSische
Forschungen 2, 1925, 39-51. 47.
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ed with two expensive, gold-plated, gem-encrusted drinking chalices, just as
Sigismund of Luxemburg had been presented with before.”® The Teutonic
Order often presented foreign nobles and knights fighting under its banner
with a silver or gold cup, also made by the goldsmiths of Prussian towns.”
In medieval gift-giving practice, weapons, armour and various military
equipment were often featured, which demonstrated to the general public
the personal fighting merits, valour and chivalry of the recipient, which was
a central element of courtly and chivalric values. Such gifts, even though they
were expensive, were not considered special or particularly remarkable be-
cause of their everyday — one might say constant — use, but they nevertheless
expressed the personal appreciation of the bestower. These gifts were among
the items that could be given to any nobleman at almost any time, and were
essentially objects of obligatory courtesy. According to a record dated 8 June
1399, the Grand Master sent 2 ornamented crests worth 3 marks 4 scots as
a gift to the King of Hungary (zwey gehenge zu zwen helm, die der meister
konige Segemunds sandte).* In the case of weapons, military equipment and
harnesses, it was usually their decoration and material that expressed the rank
and social status of the recipients. If they were intended for rulers or princ-
es, they were essentially gifts of decorative weapons or other equipment in-
tended for ceremonial occasions or representations. In 1415, for example,
King Ferdinand I of Aragon presented Sigismund of Luxemburg, who was
visiting his country, with 3 horses and with them expensive harnesses em-
bellished with gold and precious stones, as well as a sword decorated with 2
rubies on the hilt.”! Even though the Teutonic Order was a monastic commu-
nity, it followed the same practice when sending gifts to secular and ecclesias-
tical dignitaries. In 1408, for example, they presented the Lithuanian Grand
Duke Vytautas with a gold-plated armour and a gold-plated dagger.* In 1411,
the Grand Master presented the Bishop of Wiirzburg, who was one of the im-
perial ecclesiastical dignitaries, with a precious stone, an emerald.”> Among
the expenditure items in the Trefflerbuch, there were frequent commissions

8 MTB 354.

2 MTB 160.

0 MTB 12.

U Alvar Garcia de Santa Maria, Crénica del rey Don Juan el Segundo. In. Crénicas de los reyes
de Castilla, 2. Ed. Rosell, Cayetano. (Bibliotece de autores espafioles, 86.) Madrid, 1877. 366.

2 MTB 53.

3 Regesta Historico-diplomatica Ordinis S. Mariae Theutonicorum 1198—1525. Pars I: Index
Tabularii Ordinis S. Mariae Theutonicorum. Regesten zum Ordensbriefarchivs. [hereinafter
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from the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order to goldsmiths in Prussia to
produce various objects to be given as gifts. In 1399, for example, a goldsmith
named Johann made the following gifts worth nearly 100 marks: silver-plat-
ed amber carvings, including one depicting five angels (these were inserted
into the boards of small wooden table-tops), silver-plated tables, and rosaries
made of amber.? In 1400, a goldsmith named Hannus produced the gold rim
of a chalice.”” The goldsmiths of the Order often made ornate stirrups as small
gifts.”® Not only goldsmiths were involved in the production of diplomatic
giftware in Prussia, but tailors as well. In 1402, for example, the Grand Master
sent a small pouch worth 1 mark as a gift to the Lithuanian Prince Svitrigaila,
which was made of expensive cloth and decorated with gold threads.”

In its gift-giving practices, the Teutonic Order did not ignore the potential
political influence of women when it sent gifts to the wives and daughters
of certain princes and rulers. In 1402, for example, the Grand Master sent 5
marks worth of red and blue coloured baizes to Vilnius, because he was in-
formed that the noble Lithuanian noblewomen liked to dress in clothes made
of such fabrics.*® According to a letter dated 16 February 1428, the Order
sent wine to the Queen of Denmark.”” The King and Queen of Hungary
received a very special gift in the spring of 1429: the Grand Master informed
Sigismund that he and his wife had been admitted to the circle of patrons (con-
frater) of the Order.* In addition to the honour, this also meant that regular
masses would be held in the convents of the Order for the spiritual well-being
of the sponsors and their families. According to the practice of the Order
of the Knights, it was usually after some major donation that one was ad-
mitted to the ranks of confraters.*! The fact that the Teutonic Order, under
the command of Nicolaus von Redewitz, took possession of castles and estates
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along the Lower Danube, ceded to them by the monarch of Hungary, must
have played a major role in the granting of the honorary title to Sigismund
and his wife.* In 1516, Margravine Elisabeth of Brandenburg received small
puppies, lapdogs as a gifts from the Order.”

Gifts from the Order often included tents that were equally useful during
campaigns or longer hunts. Their value was mainly in their material, a dense
woven tent canvas that did not get wet and offered protection against rain.
For example, Philip the Bold, Duke of Burgundy, was presented with a tent by
the Grand Master at the end of the summer of 1395.% However, the knights
never presented Sigismund of Luxemburg with a tent. As to what the reason
for this might have been, we can only speculate. Perhaps they thought that,
unlike weapons and military equipment, which were more personal gifts,
a military tent, used mainly during campaigns, could be interpreted as an im-
mediate and open invitation for the recipient to go to war. Giving a present to
a monarch with such content would have gone beyond the boundaries of po-
liteness. The Duke of Burgundy, however, was not a sovereign monarch, but
only the first peer of France as the youngest son of King John II, who, under
Charles VI, who was unfit to rule, fought for power against his brother, Louis
of Orléans.” There is no evidence in the Order’s sources that the Grand Master
gave horses, dogs or even clothes to the Hungarian monarch, although he of-
ten sent such gifts to other princes or their wives and family members.* In
1402, for example, he gave the Lithuanian prince Svidrigaila a horse worth
8 marks,”” which was merely a routine gift, as the price only meant a simple
mount. In May 1401, for example, the Order paid 28 marks for 4 horses,
i.e. 7 marks per horse.”® In 1406 the Grand Master also gave a horse worth
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8 marks to a doctor named Johann.* The value of large war horses that were
used in heavy cavalry warfare, was much higher, around 15-25 marks.”

In the late Middle Ages, trained birds of prey, especially hunting falcons,
were the most popular and particularly valuable gifts, which were most wor-
thy of a sovereign. Falcons, buzzards, and hawks were more distinguished
and honourable than any other bird. Their capture, education and training
required much more patience, time and skill than the training of horses or
dogs, therefore they were much more expensive.”’ The Teutonic Order not
only occasionally, but regularly presented falcons and hunting birds. Year after
year, they sent to many secular and ecclesiastical dignitaries hunting birds and
refined, elaborate cages, thick leather gloves or small hats to cover the eyes
of the birds, which were required for the keeping of these animals. This gift-giv-
ing practice, which was intended to ensure the widespread recognition and
appreciation of the Teutonic Order throughout Europe, may have started in
the 1350s. The sporadic surviving letters of the Grand Masters, which report
of such consignments, the thanking letters from the recipients, or the travel
and transport vouchers issued to the falconers of the Order all suggest this.
In 1354, Grand Master Winrich von Kniprode decreed that trained hunting
birds, which are the most noble gifts in diplomatic relations, could only be
presented by the respective Grand Master, the head of the Teutonic Order.>
At the same time, it can also be concluded that some officials of the Order had
already been giving away birds occasionally. After 1354, falcons became an im-
portant part of the diplomatic practice of the Teutonic Order.”® Gift falcons
were registered in the Trefflerbuch from 1399 to 1409. This did not mean,
however, that the Order stopped presenting hunting birds after 1409. On 2
January 1426 the Elector Palatine of the Rhine thanked the Grand Master in
a letter for the falcons he had received as a gift,”* and so did King Wiadystaw
IT Jagietto at the end of March,” the Archbishop of Mainz on 3 January
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1427,5° and the Duke of Guelders and Juliers did the same two weeks later.”’
At the end of 1427 Frederick of Saxony,”® in January 1428 Albert, Duke
of Austria,” and then Adolf, Duke of Juliers thanked the hunting birds they
received.®® According to the letters dated early 1429 the Teutonic Order sent
falcons to the Prince Elector of Saxony,®' and the Archbishops of Mainz® and
Magdeburg.®’ In 1430 the Duke of Austria,** the King of Poland,® the Count
of Katzenelnbogen,* and in 1431 the Count Palatine of the Rhine® and
the Imperial Chamberlain Konrad Weinsberg (aloyal supporterof Sigismund)
received birds as gifts from the Grand Master.®® The practice of gifting falcons
for diplomatic purposes was traced in written sources by Werner Paravicini
until 1431,% but numerous documents testify that it did not cease even after
that date. On 5 February 1433, for example, Albert V, Duke of Austria wrote
a letter of appreciation on this subject to Marienburg (Malbork).” A letter
dated eighty years afterwards proves that the gifting of hunting birds was
still part of the diplomacy of the Order. On 15 December 1513 the Bishop
of Bamberg thanked the Grand Master for the falcons.”* On 4 December 1515
Frederick III, Elector of Saxony did so.”? The Prince of Saxony received falcons
the following year as well,”® and so did the Archbishop of Cologne.” The Order
sent hunting birds to the other two ecclesiastical electors, the Archbishops
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of Mainz”® and Trier’® in 1517. But the fact that after the secularization
of the Prussian domains of the Teutonic Order in 1525, the Prussian princes
also often gave falcons as gifts further confirms that the Order used this prov-
en diplomatic tool throughout the fifteenth century.”” The type and number
of hunting birds given as a gift were always determined by the Grand Master’s
diplomacy based on the rank of the princes and dignitaries to be gifted, as
well as the importance of the political relations of the Knights with the recip-
ient.”® Rarer and more expensive birds, or, consignments consisting of a larger
number of falcons were usually given to particularly esteemed, prestigious
and powerful personages The Grand Master usually presented 1418 falcons
to Holy Roman Emperors and Popes, 12 to the Roman King, and 6 to 10
birds to other monarchs — depending on how important they were to the for-
eign political interests of the Order. Dukes, margraves, landgraves, viscounts
or archbishops received 4-6 falcons.” According to a register from 1397,
the Order sent 10 falcons to the King Sigismund of Luxemburg, and 4 to
a chief supporter of his, the Voivode of Transylvania, Stibor of Stiboricz, as
many as were usually sent to an imperial prince.** In 1399, the Grand Master
sent two hunting bird cages as a gift to the Hungarian king, for which the chief
treasurer paid a total of 11 marks.* In the same year, King Wenceslaus IV
of Bohemia, also being Holy Roman Emperor at the time, only received one
cage, which cost 4 marks, i.e. it was cheaper than the cage sent to Sigismund.
(11 m. deme konige zu Ungern uf zwu kasen, item 4 m. uf eyne case ken
Behemen deme Romyschen konyge).®* 'This striking distinction was certainly
linked to the fact that in the spring of 1399 the electors of the Empire turned
against Wenceslaus, which led to his dethronement on 20 August 1399 and
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the election of Ruprecht, the Count Palatine of the Rhine as the new ruler.®’
In the light of these developments, the Teutonic Order could not hope for
much support from Wenceslas, but after the disaster at Nicopolis, Sigismund
wanted to use the armed forces of the Order to defend the southern bor-
ders of his country, and offered to donate Burzenland to the Knights if they
moved to Hungary, from where they had been expelled by King Andrew II
in 1225.5% At the same time, when the Luxemburg brothers received bird
cages as gifts from the Order, the Grand Master sent falcons and hounds
used for falconry to the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas.* The person
and policies of Vytautas were of considerable value to the Teutonic Order at
this time, as he sought greater Lithuanian independence within the Polish—
Lithuanian union, and for that he was looking for an ally in Prussia as well.
In 1398, to prove his good intentions, he renounced the Lithuanian province
of Samogitia (Zemaitija), wedged between the Prussian and Livonian territo-
ries of the Order.® In 1400, the Grand Master sent not cages but 6 falcons to
the Hungarian king (but this was still less than the 10 sent in 1397).% In 1403
two servants of the Teutonic Order took falcons to Bohemia and Hungary, but
their number was not recorded this time.* In 1406 Sigismund again received
a cage from the Grand Master, but this alone cost as much as the two ones he
had received in 1399, i.e. it must have been of a more superb workmanship
and made of much more expensive material.** In 1408 the Grand Master’s
falconer took falcons to several princely and imperial courts, including Buda,
and another cage worth 11 marks (Peter felkener of falken uszutragen als Ungern
(...) I kase 11 m.).”° The following year, prior to the impending war between
the Teutonic Order and Poland,”’ the Grand Master again sent falcons to
the ruler of Hungary.”
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The Order’s gifts were mostly delivered to Sigismund by couriers, but it also
happened that the presents were handed over on the occasion of an official
visit of the Teutonic embassy to Hungary. According to the Trefflerbuch, in
1398, the Commander of Radzyn Chelminski was the emissary to Hungary.”
The Treasury provided 20 marks for the travel expenses. In the following
years, the main political relations between Sigismund and the Teutonic Order
were based on the correspondence between the King and the Grand Master.
The next high-ranking Teutonic envoy to Buda was a Prussian secular land-
owner, Gotschalk Hitfeld, who, to cover the cost of travel befitting his rank
and office, received from the Treasurer-General on 6 August 1409 an allow-
ance of 120 golden florins, worth —according to the Trefllerbuch — 62 Prussian
marks and 2 scots.” After the attempts to settle the diplomatic dispute in
June and July 1409 failed, Grand Master Ulrich von Jungingen declared
war on Poland on 9 August.” Thus, Gotschalk Hitfeld arrived in Hungary
as an envoy who was trying to win the support of the Hungarian king as
an ally and supporter of a knightly order at war. In the same year, shortly
after the return of Hitfeld to Prussia, at the end of September, Grand Master
Michael Kiichmeister sent another envoy to Buda, the Voigt of Samogitia.
For his expenses he received nearly as much money as the previous envoy,
100 golden forints. The difference was only due to the fact that Kiichmeister
was a warrior monk, so he had to follow the regulations for both his diet
and accommodation during his travels.” It seems that not even this embas-
sy did bring the result the Grand Master had hoped for, because at the end
of October, the commander of Elblag, Werner von Tettingen and of Torus,
Albrecht von Schwarzburg were dispatched to Sigismund of Luxemburg.
The treasury of the Grand Master allocated 1,400 gold florins for the ex-
penses of this diplomatic mission, an amount substantially larger than previ-
ous ones.” It is possible that the two former envoys, Gotschalk Hitfeld and
Michael Kiichmeister, prepared the meeting of this more prestigious ambassi-
ad of the Order. The prestige of this mission in late autumn and, at the same
time the esteem and respect shown to the sending party, the Teutonic Order,
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was expressed by the fact that, according to a letter dated 27 November 1409,
Sigismund invited the commanders of Elblag and Torun to the baptism of his
daughter.”® Following the so-called “Great War” of 1409—-1411, between 1411
and 1420, when both the Teutonic Order and the Polish—Lithuanian state
relied on the Emperor and the ecumenical council to arbitrate in pending dis-
putes, the Grand Master sent envoys of high rank with the right to negotiate
with Sigismund on six occasions. The largest delegation was the one that was
dispatched to Buda in May 1412, consisting of 18 people, including such illus-
trious figures as Archbishop Johann von Wallenrode of Riga, Marshal Michael
Kiichmeister, Werner von Tettingen, Master of the Hospital and Commander
of Elblag, Master Drapier (Traperarius) Friedrich von Welden, Eberhard von
Wallenfals, Commander of Torur, and Johann Abezier, Provost of Warmia.
Three of the five senior officers of the Teutonic Order after the Grand Master
(Grand Commander, that is, the head of the commanderies, Treasurer General,
Master of the Hospital, Marshal, and Master Drapier) were members
of the delegation. These five top officials, together with the Commanders
of Toruri and Danzig, and the Grand Master formed the most important po-
litical governing body of the Teutonic state, the so-called “Petty Council”.””
Of the two heads of commanderies, the one from Torun was also a member
of the 1412 delegation to Hungary. The other five delegations to Sigismund
were much smaller and consisted of fewer high-ranking officials.'®

In the diplomatic relations between Sigismund of Luxemburg and
the Teutonic Order, the King of Hungary also sent gifts to the Grand Master.
He also used these to express his appreciation and respect for the crusad-
ers, and convince them to support his own political plans and ambitions.
However, we have far less information about what gifts the Hungarian
king gave the Grand Master than vice versa. The Teutonic accounts,
the Tre8lerbuch, mostly only recorded the amount of money that was spent
on the supplies of the Hungarian couriers and envoys who were dispatched
to Prussia, while no account of the gifts was kept at the court of Sigismund.
At the beginning of 1400, the knights paid 16 scots for the accommodation
and meals of the envoy of Sigismund.'”' In March 1405, the provision cost
of a knight of the King of Hungary, who was an envoy to Malbork, was
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9 vierdungs.'” On 21 June 1405 the treasury of the Grand Master paid 1
mark 8 scots to a citizen of Malbork who had given lodging and board to
the envoy of Sigismund.'” When more prestigious Hungarian embassies were
sent to the court of the Grand Master, the cost of their accommodation was
much higher. For example, a Hungarian mission in the autumn of 1405 cost
the Order 250 marks.'*

Among the entries in the Tref$lerbuch, there was only one Hungarian gift
that the knights considered worthy of mention: wine. On 11 April 1407
the treasurer-general paid 16 marks to the carriers who transported the wine
to Malbork the King of Hungary presented to the Grand Master.'” A sim-
ilar entry can be found regarding 15 April 1408." Wine was a generally
common gift in the Middle Ages, therefore, it was not outspoken in most
17 However, the fact that Hungarian wine was still considered
important to be mentioned in the Order’s records suggests that it was a rare
wine of very high quality. Medieval people were not yet able to control and
manage the micro-organisms in containers and cellars, nor the fermentation
process and the biochemical changes in the wine, hence wine failure was very
common. Due to inadequate storage, handling and transport, the wine may
have started to ferment again, become vinegary or suffer from various wine
diseases. The most frequent problem was acidic aftertaste. The wine turned
vinegary relatively quickly because the bacteria in it, especially the Acezobacter
aceti, needed only oxygen to proliferate rapidly. Acetic acid is the result
of the metabolism of this bacterium, and in the Middle Ages it was not yet
possible to prevent the acidification of wine. The process of acidification
could have been reduced at most by low storage temperature, higher alcohol
content or higher storage volume (in the latter case, the wine was in con-
tact with air over a smaller surface area compared to its mass), because all
three conditions slowed down the bacterial growth. The treatment of barrels
with sulphur dioxide, sulphurisation, which killed micro-organisms and pre-
vented spoilage caused by oxidation, thus keeping the wine fresh for longer,
was only introduced in the early modern period.'”® During the Middle Ages,
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the only way to transport wine over long distances without significant loss
of quality was to transport wine with a relatively high alcohol content, which
meant that it could be kept for longer. Based on its quality and alcohol con-
tent, the Hungarian wine presented to the Grand Master by Sigismund
of Luxemburg must have been one that could be transported far from its pro-
duction area (some 1,000 kilometres away) without any significant damage or
deterioration in quality. In medieval Hungary, the wine produced in Syrmia
was of the best quality. Sources agree that the best and most expensive wines
were considered to be those from Syrmia.'” Already in the 1288 Esztergom
customs list, this wine was the most valuable: its customs duty was twice as
high as that of other wines."” In the second half of the fifteenth century,
the Italian humanist Galeotto Marzio wrote of the Syrmian wine that it was
“so sweet that it is difficult to find anything like it in the whole world”.!"!
A poem from the beginning of the sixteenth century compared Syrmian wine
to nectar.'”” The wine from Syrmia was sweet with a high residual sugar con-
tent, mainly fructose. (Because the glucose in grapes ferments more quickly.)
This was due to the fact that, as in the later Tokaj-Hegyalja wine region,
Syrmia also benefited from the natural noble rot caused by the noble mould
resulting from the infection of the fungus Borrytis cinerea. Three basic con-
ditions have to be fulfilled for the noble rot to occur: undamaged grapes at
the time of ripening for the fungal infection, i.e. late summer, early autumn,
with adequate moisture (rain, fog), which is followed by a prolonged dry and
still warm period. In the Mediterranean this was out of the question, mainly
due to the lack of humidity and moisture at the end of summer, but in Syrmia
the proximity of the Danube and Sava rivers ensured the appropriate humidi-
ty, and its geographical location the necessary temperature and microclimate.
In the Middle Ages, this natural noble rot gave the wines of Syrmia their
special character.'”” The sweet wine of medieval Syrmia was similar to that
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of today’s Tokaj-Hegyalja, and the sugar content may have been even higher,
because the Syrmia wine region was 3 degrees south of Tokaj and received
200 hours more sunshine per year than the Hegyalja one. Due to the higher
sugar content of the grapes grown in Syrmia, the alcohol content of the wines
made from them was also higher. As a result, wines from here had a longer
shelf life and could be transported further than other wines. Wines produced
further north had a lower alcohol content and therefore retained their quality
for a shorter period. The wines from Syrmia were transported in large barrels
of almost 300 litres to reduce the acidification process. (Later, in the early
modern period, Tokaj wines were stored in barrels only about half the size
of those from Syrmia, so that they could be transported more easily, but by
then the barrels were already sulphurised.)'* The Hungarian wine present-
ed by Sigismund to the Teutonic Order on several occasions was therefore
certainly from Syrmia, because they were able to transport these over long
distances (on carts, or on rivers) while preserving their quality. In Prussia
they got to discover this wine, and as they all seem to have liked it, since
later on they bought some as well. In the 1420s, Hungarian (i.e. Syrmian)
wine was already among the goods of the merchants of Torun."” The records
of the city of Bardejov testify that its merchants delivered Hungarian wine
to the Teutonic Order twice in 1436, in two months’ time (item pro vinis
propinatis dominis de Prussia; item pro vinis quae propinaverunt dominis de
Prussia) . M°

As to what else Sigismund might have given the Grand Master in the course
of diplomaticrelations, apart from the wine from the ‘Seremma’, we can perhaps
deduce from the gifts that other European monarchs sent to the Teutonic Order
when they sent couriers or envoys to Prussia. In the majority of cases, these
were objects compatible with the monastic lifestyle of the knights or vari-
ous relics linked to their religious vocation. For example, in the first third
of the thirteenth century, Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II gave a very spe-
cial relic, a piece of the Holy Cross to Grand Master Hermann von Salza.'"”
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Another piece was brought to Malbork in 1374 as a gift from King Charles
V of France."® The following year the French king sent a golden cross to
the Grand Master.""” In 1383 his successor, Charles VI gave another relatively
larger piece of the Cross to the Order (eyn gros stucke von dem heyligin cru-
ce)."® The Holy Roman Emperor Charles IV presented St. Catherine relics
to the Grand Master."*! According to the Order’s records between 1394 and
1439 in addition to the pieces of the Cross of Christ, relics of St. Agnes,
St. Euphemia, St. Elizabeth, St. Catherine and St. Anthony were brought to
Malbork, most of them as gifts from secular princes and ecclesiastical dig-
nitaries.'”* As early as 1344 James, Bishop of Samland promised forgiveness
for 40 days to all those who made a pilgrimage to the shrine of Malbork.'*
In 1358 this was confirmed by Pope Innocent VI, who also proclaimed 40
days of forgiveness for those who made a pilgrimage to Malbork.'* In 1389
Pope Urban VI decreed that the Order could only show the relics kept at
the seat of the Grand Master every five years to the believers, and, pilgrims did
not receive only 40 days’ forgiveness, but full absolution.'” In 1400 Anna,
the consort of the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas also made a pilgrimage
to Malbork.'?® When the mother of King Louis I of Hungary, Elizabeth vis-
ited Rome in 1344, gave liturgical textiles, expensive chasubles, and objects
made by goldsmiths (gold chalices decorated with precious stones and pearls)
as gifts.'”” It is certain that Sigismund of Luxemburg also sent similar gifts to
the Teutonic Order.

Members of the Teutonic Order, as brethren, were forbidden to play games
of chance (dice, cards) because they were associated with sin. In France, as

Theodor — Toeppen, Max — Strahlke, Ernst. Leipzig, 1861. 53.

118 Zacharias, Rainer, “Die Reliquienwallfahrt zur Hochmeisterresidenz Marienburg”, =
Zeitschrift fiir die Geschichte und Altertumskunde Ermlands 50, 2002, 11-35. 18.
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17/1.) Sigmaringen, 1989. 267.

120 HR 1. Bd. 3. 139.

21 Paravicini, Preussenreisen, 1989. 305.

12 MAB 122-135

123 PreufSisches Urkundenbuch, Bd. 111/3. Ed. Koeppen, Hans. Marburg, 1958. Nr. 697.

124 Voigt, Johannes, Geschichte Marienburg, der Stadt und Haupthauses des Deutschen
Ritterordens in PreufSen. Konigsberg, 1824. 536-537.

12 CDP Bd. IV. Nr. 57.

126 SRP III. 376-379.

127 Sniezytiska-Stolot, Ewa, “Tanulmanyok Erzsébet kirdlyns mecéndsi tevékenységérél.
(Liturgiai textilidk és paramentumok)”, = Ars Hungarica 7, 1979, 23-31. 16.
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early as the thirteenth century, King Louis IX issued a decree banning dice
playing, drinking and prostitution, all of which he considered to be sinful
activities.'”® Pier Paolo Vergerio, who studied at the University of Padua, then
served as a secretary at the papal court, attended the Council of Constance as
well as served Sigismund, wrote in his De ingennis moribus et liberalibus studiis
(On noble morals and artes liberales) published in 1404 that games of chance
were unworthy of noble men.'*”” Chess, however, presupposed a certain level
of knowledge, logical ability and intellectual level, which at the same time
was linked to social status, and was therefore considered a worthy occupa-
tion for men and women alike in the chivalric and courtly society, and it was
even allowed for clergymen. In Rievaulx Abbey, for example, monks were
playing chess as early as the twelfth century. Chess was associated with moral
values and linked to various chivalric and Christian virtues. Around 1300,
a Dominican monk from Genoa, Jacobus de Cessolis, wrote a treatise on
this subject entitled Liber de moribus hominum et officiis nobilium sive super
luda sacchorum."® The chess pieces also symbolised the society of the time, as
there were kings, queens, royal officials (the bishops), knights, and the rook
or tower shape symbolised the cities."”' However, chess was a valuable, expen-
sive game, each piece of which had to be carved out or cast in metal, making
it a worthy gift at any time. In 1335, when the kings of Hungary, Bohemia
and Poland met in Visegrdd, Hungary, the Hungarian ruler Charles Robert
gave King John of Bohemia 50 silver pots, 2 expensive belts, 2 saddles, 2
quivers, a dagger richly decorated with precious stones worth 200 marks and
a magnificent chessboard with accompanying pieces.'” For the members
of the Teutonic Order, as brethren, gambling was not only dishonourable but
also forbidden, yet, at the same time they were allowed to play chess. In 1400,
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francia torténeti irodalom remekei, 2.) Budapest, 2015. 152, 244, 325.
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—Honemann, Volker (eds.), Chess and Allegory in the Middle Ages. Stockholm, 2005. 217—
279. 224,

131 Plessow, Oliver, “Kulturelle Angleichung und Werteuniversalismus in den
Schachzabelbiichern des Mittelalters”, In. Ferm, Olle — Honemann, Volker (eds.), Chess and
Allegory in the Middle Ages. Stockholm, 2005. 57-97. 62
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(Milleneumi magyar torténelem. Forrdsok) Budapest, 2001. 170.
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for example, Queen Margaret, the ruler of the Kalmar Union, which united
the Scandinavian countries in a personal union, sent a chess set as a gift to
the Grand Master.'? Of course, money could be won or lost not only on dice
or cards, but even on chess, if the players were betting, but not as much as
in gambling. According to the entries in the Trefflerbuch, the Grand Master
often played chess, and played for money with Western dignitaries and no-
blemen who almost constantly came to Prussia for longer or shorter periods,
and sometimes he even lost small sums of money.'**

133 CDP Bd. VI. Nr. 100.
4 MTB 499, 507, 508, 514.
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EAST CENTRAL EUROPE: BETWEEN THE BALTIC AND THE ADRIATIC
OSTMITTELEUROPA: ZWISCHEN OSTSEE UND ADRIA

Aims and Scope

The East Central Europe: Between the Baltic and the Adriatic (ECE) is a peer-re-
viewed academic journal published by the Institute of History at the Faculty of
Humanities, University of Debrecen. As its title suggests, the journal focuses
on the history of Central Europe, covering the region between the Baltic and
Adriatic Seas. This region was for centuries a crossroads and meeting point where
diverse ethnic groups, religions, traditions, and political entities interacted in
unique ways. In addition to studies directly examining the history of the region,
the editors welcome methodologically and/or theoretically relevant contribu-
tions for the analysis of historical processes.

The journal seeks to create an interdisciplinary platform to facilitate dialogue
and disseminate new research on the region, whose findings are often limited in
international scholarship due to language barriers and the influence of national
narratives. To support this goal, ECE is an open-access journal, published at least
once annually, available in both print and online formats.

Zielsetzung

Ostmitteleuropa: Zwischen Ostsee und Adria (ECE) ist eine begutachtete wissen-
schaftliche Zeitschrift, die vom Historischen Institut der Philosophischen Fakultit
der Universitit Debrecen herausgegeben wird. Wie der Titel schon andeutet,
konzentriert sich die Zeitschrift auf die Geschichte Mitteleuropas, insbesondere
auf das Gebiet zwischen Ostsee und Adria. Diese Region war tiber Jahrhunderte
ein Schnittpunkt und Begegnungsraum, in dem unterschiedliche ethnische
Gruppen, Religionen, Traditionen und politische Einheiten auf einzigartige
Weise interagierten. Neben Studien, die Geschichte der Region direke unter-
suchen, erwarten die Herausgeber methodisch und/oder theoretisch relevante
Beitrige zur Analyse historischer Prozesse.

Die Zeitschrift mochte eine interdisziplindre Plattform schaffen, um den
Dialog zu férdern und neue Forschungsergebnisse tiber die Region zu verbreiten,
deren Ergebnisse aufgrund von Sprachbarrieren und der Prigung durch nationa-
le Narrative international nur begrenzt bekannt sind. Zur Unterstiitzung dieses
Ziels ist ECE eine Open-Access-Zeitschrift, die mindestens einmal jihrlich er-
scheint und sowohl in gedruckter als auch in digitaler Form verfiigbar ist.
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