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Diplomacy at the Time of the Breakthrough. 
Correspondence of King John I Albert (Jan Olbracht) 

with the Grand Masters of the Teutonic Order*

Abstract
This article discusses letters written by King John I Albert to the Grand Masters of the Teutonic 
Order and other recipients, preserved in the archives of the Teutonic Order. The first of these 
was sent by the prince, who sought the  support of Grand Master Johann von Tiefen during 
the  election of 1492. Most of the  correspondence concerns the  king’s relations with Tiefen’s 
successor, Duke Frederick of Saxony. The first problem was Frederick’s refusal to swear an oath of 
allegiance, which he consistently refused to do. The second important issue was the fight against 
the Turks, with the king demanding help from the Teutonic Order. The Grand Master’s brother, 
Duke Georg of Saxony, whose wife was the Polish king’s sister Barbara, was also involved in 
Polish diplomatic activities. Thirteen letters from the short reign of John Albrecht (1492–1501) 
were discussed, including their subject matter, form, and accompanying seals.

Keywords: diplomacy, letter, John Albrecht, Teutonic Order, Turks, Saxony

This brief article examines the  letters of King John I Albrecht to the Grand 
Masters of the Teutonic Order, preserved in the archives of the Teutonic Order. 
More specifically, among these letters, there are also letters to other address-
ees which, as originals or copies, found their way to Königsberg (Królewiec). 
They are taken as illustrations of the problems and issues present in the rela-
tionship between the  King and the  Order’s subordinate superiors. It should 
be borne in mind that not all letters to the Grand Master sent from the King 
have survived in their original form. For example, three letters Johann Albrecht 
sent to Grand Master Johann von Tiefen during the 1497 Moldavian expedi-

*  The article was written as part of the project “Korespondencja Jagiellonów. Europejskie 
kontakty dynastii w późnym średniowieczu” [Correspondence of the Jagiellonian Dynasty. 
European contacts in the  late Middle Ages], Narodowy Program Rozwoju Humanistyki 
[National Programme for the  Development of Humanities], project no. NPRH8/
H11/87/2019.
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tion, known only from the diary of this event, written by the secretary Liborius 
Naker.1

Following the Thirteen Years’ War of 1454–1466 and the second Peace of 
Thorn (Toruń) in 1466, the Grand Master of the Teutonic Order became a rul-
er dependent on the King of Poland. He was obliged to swear allegiance, offer 
counsel and provide military aid. Apart from the king, the Order recognised its 
dependence on the papacy. This circumstance alone made the exact determina-
tion of the legal status between Poland and the Teutonic Order in Prussia very 
difficult, even for those of the time. The Order sought to revise this arrange-
ment, particularly during its alliance with King Matthias Corvinus of Hungary, 
in opposition to Casimir IV Jagiellon. However, peace between Corvinus and 
Casimir ended those ambitions. Grand Master Martin Truchseß was eventually 
forced to swear allegiance to Casimir, and his successor Johann von Tiefen fol-
lowed suit.2

On 7 June 1492 Casimir Jagiellon died, Alexander became his successor in 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, while to the Polish throne the king “recom-
mended” another son, Johann Albrecht, before his death.3 Indeed, Polish kings 
assumed power not by succession, but by election.4 The Grand Master was also 
called upon to participate in the election of the new ruler. The Grand Master was 
also summoned to participate in the royal election. Queen Dowager Elisabeth 
and Prince John I Albrecht himself sought to secure the Grand Master’s sup-
port, sending court physician Johann Lieberhandt to Prussia with this goal.

1  Liborius Naker’s Tagebuch über den Kriegszug des Hochmeisters Johann von Tiefen gegen 
die  Türken im Jahre 1497 (Scriptores rerum Prussicarum 5). Ed. Toeppen, Max. Leipzig, 
1875. 296, 300, 306.

2  The  issue has a  rich literature, most recently see Szweda, Adam, “How did the Grand 
Masters of the  Teutonic Order interpret their Dependency on the  Polish Crown (1466–
1497)”, In. Ed. Srodecky, Paul – Kersken, Norbert – Petrauskas, Rimvydas (eds.), Unions and 
Divisions. New Forms of Rule in Medieval and Renaissance Europe. Abingdon–New York, 2023. 
158–171.; Szweda, Adam, “Das Verhältnis zwischen den Königen von Polen und abhängigen 
Herrschern. Auf der  Suche nach einem Modell”, In. Skowrońska, Renata (ed.), Zwischen 
der Geschichte von Ereignissen, Phänomenen und Prozessen. Länder, Regionen und Städte und 
ihre weltlichen und geistlichen Einwohner: innen. Göttingen, 2023. 283–300. 293–295.

3  Tęgowski, Jan, Pierwsze pokolenia Giedyminowiczów. Poznań-Wrocław, 1999. 143.; 
Wdowiszewski, Zygmunt, Genealogia Jagiellonów i Dom Wazów w Polsce. Vol. 2. Kraków, 
2005. 104–106.; Papée, Frederick, Jan Olbracht. Kraków2, 2006. 30.

4  Baczkowski, Krzysztof, “Panowie przyrodzeni a elekcyjność tronu w Polsce średniowiecznej” 
= Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego. Prace Historyczne z. 35, 2008, 53–63.; 
(reprint: Baczkowski, Krzysztof, Polska i jej sąsiedzi za Jagiellonów. Kraków, 2012. 27–41). 
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In Kraków on 21 July 1492, the  prince issued a  letter of credence for 
Lieberhandt, addressed to Johann von Tiefen. It contained a standard content, 
the actual subject of the mission is informed by a note of the Teutonic chancellery 
made in Holland (today Pasłęk) on 8 August: “petivit [i.e. Johann Lieberhandt] 
vocem pro suo domino Johanne Alberto”.5 This is the first manifestation of 
the future king’s correspondence with the Grand Master. In the end, the su-
perior of the Order evaded it, not wanting to get involved in disputes within 
the Jagiellonian dynasty.6 After John I Albrecht took the throne, the new king 
demanded that Tiefen take the oath stipulated in the treaty of 1466. The head 
of the Order and his entourage resisted, pointing out that the master had per-
formed this act against Casimir Jagiellon. They also demanded that the oath to 
keep the peace be taken by the king himself. In the end, the grand master yield-
ed, and the king confirmed the peace orally, without issuing a separate docu-
ment.7 Relations between John Albrecht and Johann von Tiefen remained rath-
er cool after these two events. In 1495, the head of the Order was summoned by 
the king to provide assistance against the Mazovian prince Konrad III the Red. 
Tiefen and his advisors did not directly evade this, but offered to mediate 
a peaceful settlement of the dispute in the first place. The Order’s involvement 
in this conflict soon became obsolete, as the king forced the disobedient fief to 
yield on his own.8 A major episode in their relations was Tiefen’s participation 
in the King’s 1497 Moldavian campaign against the Turks. The Polish crown 
viewed this as the  fulfillment of a vassal’s duty, while the Order preferred to 
emphasize its religious motivations. The campaign ended tragically: the Grand 
Master fell ill and died in Lwów (Lviv), and the Prussian contingent suffered 
heavy losses.9

5  Geheimes Staatsarchiv Preussischer Kultubesitz, Berlin, XX. HA (hereinafter: GStAPK), 
OBA, Nr. 17715. Johann Lieberhandt also represented Johann Albrecht in his discussions 
with Gdańsk: Katalog dokumentów i listów królów polskich w Archiwum Państwowym w 
Gdańsku (John I Albrecht i Aleksander Jagiellończyk). Ed. Szybkowski, Sobiesław. Gdańsk, 
2016. 37–38, n. 10.

6  I will discuss the  Grand Master’s failure to participate in the  election of the  King of 
Poland in 1492 in a separate publication.

7  Szweda, How did the Grand Masters, 2023. 165–167.
8  Szweda, Adam, “Starania króla Jana Olbrachta o krzyżacką pomoc przeciwko księciu 

mazowieckiemu Konradowi III Rudemu w 1495 r”, = Roczniki Historyczne 82, 2016, 
187–195.

9  Szweda, Adam, “Fifhting Pagans and Relations between Poland and the Teutonic Order 
after 1466”, In. Srodecki, Paul – Kersken, Norbert (eds.), The Defence of the Faith. Crusading 
in the Frontiers of Latin Christendom in the Late Middle Ages. Turnhout, 2024. 277–279.
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John I Albrecht’s next letter to Prussia follows this event and was addressed 
to the members of the Order (“Reverendi in Christo patres spectabilesque, 
magnifici, strennui, generosi et nobiles”) on 24 April 1498. The king recalled 
that Johann von Tiefen had given him “subsidium debitum contra infidels” 
and had died in the course of fulfilling this duty. Faced with the necessity of 
electing a new Grand Master, the King supports those voices which point to 
the person of the Saxon Prince Frederick. For he came from a distinguished 
house, a member of which John I Albrecht had just married his native sister 
(this was Barbara, from 1496 the  wife of George the  Bearded, brother of 
the future Grand Master).10 In John I Albrecht’s opinion, Frederick is a suita-
ble candidate, the King, through his election, will be obliged to the Order, and 
Frederick himself, as ‘princeps consiliarius noster et affinis’, will have an ‘adju-
tor paratissimum’ in the person of the Polish sovereign.11 This letter is notable 
because, according to the 1466 Peace of Toruń, the Order retained the right 
to freely elect its Grand Master, who was only obligated to swear an oath 
post-election. There is no evidence that Casimir IV ever tried to interfere with 
the Order’s internal decisions. Olbracht’s support for Frederick thus marked 
a significant innovation, an attempt to preemptively shape the Order’s leader-
ship in favor of royal interests.

The  young Prince Frederick, aged 25, had the  support not only of his 
brother, Prince Georg of Saxony, but also of King Maximilian I of Habsburg 
of Rome and Archbishop Berthold von Henneberg of Mainz.12 The  elec-
tion as Grand Master of a member of the ruling house of one of the prin-
cipalities of the Reich was intended to enable, or facilitate, the  revision of 
the Peace of Torun and the end of the Order’s state of subjection in Prussia to 
Poland. The King’s letter was an attempt to take the initiative in this aspect. 
Already on 20 May 1498, in a letter to his brother-in-law, Georg, Duke of 
Saxony, Olbracht informed about the above-mentioned letter and even en-
closed a copy of the reply of the governor of the Order. He also mentioned 
the Turkish threat, which was extremely important for Poland, indicating an-
other priority of Polish policy at this time.13 Frederick Wettin was elected 
Grand Master on 29 September 1498 and soon refused to take the oath to 

10  Wdowiszewski, Genealogia Jagiellonów, 2005. 131–132.
11  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18027. 
12  Biskup, Marian, „Friedrich von Sachsen (29. IX. 1498-14. XII. 1510)”, In. Arnold, Udo 

(ed.), Die Hochmeister des Deutschen Ordens 1190–2012. 2. Auflage. Weimar, 2014. 160.
13  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18032. A copy of this letter, sent under the Saxon seal, arrived in 

Königsberg.



DIPLOMACY AT THE TIME OF THE BREAKTHROUGH

61

the King of Poland, which became the cause of a long conflict.14 Interestingly, 
we have evidence that the king actively wanted to influence the situation in 
Prussia. For as early as 17 September 1498 (so 12 days before the formal elec-
tion of the master), a letter of credence was drawn up for the king’s secretary, 
Wojciech Górski, at the same time scholastic of Włocławek and chancellor of 
the Poznań chapter. This letter was written according to the usual form, albeit 
very courteously. Characteristically, however, and rather unusually, its inscrip-
tion anticipated Frederick’s election, since it already included his new office, 
as well as the dignity of prince and councillor of the Kingdom. Again, this is 
evidence of the orientation of the Polish court in the developments,15 never-
theless the use of titles still out of date was a virtually unheard of move. It was 
more common to use outdated titles, used when the chancellery did not yet 
have information about the changed situation. The inscription of the letter in 
question read as follows: “Illustri ac venerabili domino Fredrico duci Saxonie, 
magistro generali Ordinis Sancte Marie in Prussia, principi et consiliario nos-
tro Regnique nostri, affini charissimo”, while it ends with a salutation reserved 
for subjects (“salutem et favorem regium”).16 The king thus pursued his policy. 
On the one hand, he declared his support for Frederick from the outset; on 
the other, he emphasised from the outset his dependence on the Crown and 
veiledly declared its extortion. Górski set off for Prussia undoubtedly to wel-
come the Saxon prince on behalf of the sovereign. He probably ended up at 
the side of Bishop Lukas Watzenrode, who welcomed Frederick to Ermland 
(Warmia).17

The matter of armed assistance against the Turks was addressed in the King’s 
letter to the Duke of Georg of 12 November 1498. This time, a copy of this 
letter was sent to the archives in Königsberg, while the original is preserved 
in the archives in Dresden. The king referred to the would-be meeting with 
the Duke of Saxony. He also expressed the hope that the addressee’s native 
brother, Grand Master Frederick, would prove a faithful ally against the en-

14  Biskup, Friedrich, 2012. 161.
15  John Albrecht wrote to Lukas Watzenrode, bishop of Warmia, about Frederick’s already 

decided election to the office of grand master as early as May 1498. Codex epistolaris saeculi 
decimi quinti. Vol. 3. Ed. Lewicki, Anatol. Kraków, 1894. 448–449, n. 429. Cf. Flemmig, 
Stephan, Zwischen dem Reich ind Ostmitteleuropa. Die Beziehungen von Jagiellonen, Wettinern 
und Deutschem Orden (1386–1526). Stuttgart, 2019. 368.

16  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18049.
17  Biskup, Marian, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki w Prusach w początkach XVI wieku. U źródeł 

sekularyzacji Prus Krzyżackich. Olsztyn, 1983. 74.; Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. 373.
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emies of the  faith (“quod generoso animo adversus nostre Sacre Religionis 
hostes ipsum fidelem adiutorem nos habituros speramus”). This was because 
he had passed on information from intelligence officers that a combined force 
of Turks and Tartars was to attack his lands in the winter and move on to 
Germany in the spring.18 Shortly after sending this letter, on 15 November 
1498, the king sent another letter to Grand Master Frederick. It was a credit 
to his secretary Jan Satkowski. It is safe to assume that the subject of this mes-
sage was the Turkish threat and the oath required of the Order’s superior.19 
However, it is possible that other issues were also raised, as Satkowski was also 
to travel to Gdańsk, as he was carrying a credenza addressed to the authorities 
of that city.20

On 15 December 1498, the king addressed the grand master on a matter 
known to him from the account of Wojciech Górski, who had recently (“nu-
per”) been with a deputation in Prussia, but no doubt the king had in mind 
a deputation by Górski as late as December. The point was that Frederick 
had granted a  security glibness to Gregor Materna, an  outlaw nobleman 
who was guilty of many acts of violence and robbery against the burghers of 
Gdańsk, and had offered his mediation in his dispute with Gdańsk. The issue 
of the glibness in particular agitated the king, he forbade it and demanded 
that the officials of the Order and the subjects of the Grand Master should not 
give Materna hospitality or any other support.21 The case of Gregor Materna 
and his brother Simon, despite its local nature, is highly significant, for it 
shows that Frederick did not overlook any opportunity to emphasise his in-
dependence and his ability to make political decisions that would not gain 
the king’s approval. The support given to Materna was not, after all, a matter 
of chance or the result of a mistake. It was known in Prussia that there was 

18  Sächsisches Hauptstaatsarchiv, Dresden, Loc. 9944/11, fol. 1 (original); GStAPK, 
OBA, Nr. 18063 (copy); Codex epistolaris, 456, n. 437 (regest). Cf. Biskup, Polska a Zakon 
Krzyżacki, 1983. 77.; Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. 376.

19  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18064. The  literature emphasises the  anti-Turkish aspect of 
Satkowski’s mission, but without clear source clues. Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, 1983. 
77.; Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. 376.

20  Katalog dokumentów i listów, 2016. 115–116, n. 111.
21  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18068. The dispute (Fehde) between the brothers Gregor und Simon 

Mattern and Danzig dragged on for many years and was an important element in public life 
in both parts of Prussia, see more closely: Zdrenka, Joachim, “Die Gebrüder Mattern und 
ihr Streit mit Danzig”, In. Jähnig, Bernhart – Michels, Georg (eds.), Das Preußenland als 
Forschungsaufgabe. Eine europäische Region in ihren geschichtlichen Bezügen. Lüneburg, 2000. 
549–561. 
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a conflict involving a nobleman and that the king supported his Danzig sub-
jects. So the Grand Master’s action was even calculated to demonstrate his 
independence from John I Albrecht.

At the beginning of the following year (8 January 1499), the chancellery 
drew up another letter of credit addressed to the Grand Master. This time it was 
the Bishop of Kulm (Chełmno), Mikolaj Krapitz, and again Jan Satkowski, 
this time described as a royal courtier (“aulicus”), who were going on a mis-
sion to Königsberg.22 The standard wording of the letter of credence does not 
provide a basis for determining the object of the mission. It is, however, well 
illuminated by other sources, mainly by the grand master’s reply. The king 
summoned Frederick to the Sejm at Piotrków, so that there he could take 
the oath to the Treaty of Toruń and take part in the deliberations on the affairs 
of the Kingdom (here it was mainly the Turkish question). The deputies were 
also to take the oath from the Teutonic commanders. In his refusal, the Grand 
Master pointed to the poor financial state of the country, which had not yet 
recovered from the 1497 expedition. He also announced that he would send 
his own envoys with explanations.23 In mid-1499 (15 June), another loan was 
taken to Prussia by Jan Gromadzki, notary of the royal chancellery.24 His mis-
sion may have been related to his plans to tighten his policy towards Prussia, 
which can be seen in the king’s moves at the time.25

On 13 September 1500, the king notified the grand master that the papal 
envoy Kaspar (Golfi) was going to Prussia, both Royal and Teutonic (“in nos-
tras Prussie etiam ditionis illustritatis tue terras”) to collect tithes and tributes 
on the occasion of the Jubilee year. He also added that the legate would be 
accompanied by Marian Lulias, the suffragan of Cracow, whom he authorised 
to talk to the Grand Master.26 Both clergymen made their way to Teutonic 
Prussia, where they were received with dignity, but without any tangible 
financial results, as the  Grand Master set his own additional conditions.27 
John I Albrecht, on 14 November 1500, insisted in polite terms that Friedrich 

22  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18085.
23  Codex epistolaris, 464, n. 445.; Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, 1983. 78; Flemmig, 

Zwischen, 2019. 377.
24  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18148.
25  Cf. Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, 1983. 84–85.
26  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18313.
27  For more on the mission of the papal envoy, see Biskup, Polska a Zakon Krzyżacki, 1983. 

97–99.; Smołucha, Janusz, Papiestwo a Polska w latach 1484–1526. Kontakty dyplomatyczne 
na tle zagrożenia tureckiego. Kraków, 1999. 85–87; Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. 384–385.
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fulfil his obligations. In the same letter, the king offered his condolences to 
the master over the death of his father, the Saxon prince Albrecht. The Polish 
monarch learned of this from a letter from Friedrich’s brother, Duke Georg.28

Another letter from the reign of John I Albrecht found in the archives in 
Königsberg was sent from Łęczyca on 1 May 1501 to Georg, Duke of Saxony. 
As a  copy it went to Frederick together with a  letter from Georg himself. 
The king informed the prince that he was on his way to Toruń, where he 
would await the grand master’s arrival. John I Albrecht appealed to the ad-
dressee to persuade the grand master to come to the place assigned to him 
and fulfil his duty, i.e. to swear an oath to the king ‘in the custom of his pre-
decessors’ (“more suorum antecessorum”). He went on to assure the King that 
if diplomats of the Duke of Saxony came to Toruń, they would be received 
with kindness.29 This was yet another installment of Johann Albrecht’s fierce 
anti-Crossbreeding policy to force the Grand Master to fulfil his obligations 
under the Second Peace of Toruń.30

Already during his stay in Toruń on 15 May 1501, the king issued a letter 
of credence for his secretary Jan Konopacki. However, the recipient of the let-
ter and the addressee of the message was not the Grand Master, the letter was 
addressed “venerabilibus prelatis et canonicis totique capitulo ecclesie cathe-
dralis Pomezaniensis”.31 Nevertheless, the original of this letter was found in 
Königsberg. After the Second Peace of Torun, the Pomezanian chapter con-
tinued to be incorporated into the Order, which explains the close relation-
ship with the headquarters in Königsberg. The Polish mission, on the other 
hand, was undoubtedly connected with the death of Bishop Johann IV von 
Lassen and the matter of electing his successor.32

John I Albert died in Toruń on 17 June 1501, and his successor was anoth-
er of Casimir Jagiellon’s sons, Alexander.33

The  letters of John Olbracht from the  archives of the  Teutonic Order 
discussed in this article do not constitute a  large set. They reflect the  key 
problems of the relationship between the king and the Grand Master at this 

28  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18337.
29  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18471.
30  Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. p. 392–395.
31  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18476.
32  On the  situation in the  Pomezanian diocese at that time see Glauert, Mario, Das 

Domkapitel von Pomesanien (1284–1527). Toruń, 2003. 157, 162–164.
33  Wdowiszewski, Genealogia Jagiellonów, 2005, 104–106. Cf. Flemmig, Zwischen, 2019. 
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time, especially the  issue of the swearing in of the Second Peace of Toruń, 
thanks to which Frederick, Duke of Saxony, was to become “princeps et con-
siliarius Regni Polonie”. A large proportion of these letters are letters of cre-
dence, themselves providing only knowledge as to the person of the deputies. 
The context of their mission is usually known through other sources. 

An important element of the correspondence in question is its formal fea-
tures, especially as research into royal letters of the  late fifteenth and early 
sixteenth centuries is still waiting to be undertaken in full. So far, royal let-
ters addressed to the authorities of the Teutonic Order have only been dis-
cussed more extensively for the period up to 1454.34 Separate publications 
have also been devoted to Casimir Jagiellon’s letters to Gdańsk and Toruń 
during the Thirteen Years’ War (1454–1466).35 A breakthrough in this respect 
turned out to be the catalogue of documents and letters of Polish kings to 
Gdańsk from the reign of John Albrecht and Alexander (1492–1506), where 
seals were described and essential parts of the  form (intitulation, conclud-
ing formulas) were included.36 A comprehensive treatment of the Jagiellonian 
correspondence from 1447–1506 was once only given by I. Sułkowska-Kuraś, 
doing so, however, on a very modest source basis.37

Of the  thirteen letters discussed here, the  first is of course unique, as 
John Albrecht was not yet king. The letter is therefore devoid of an intitu-
lation; it only appears below the  text and informs of the dynasty’s current 
status: “Johannes Albertus Dei gracia dux etc., natus olim serenissimi domini 
Polonie etc. regis”. Also different from later letters is the  address, where 
the term ‘amicus’, characteristic rather of equal partners, appears: “Magnifico 
ac venerabili domino Johanni Tyffen magistro generali Ordinis Beate Marie 
Virginis ac principi et consiliario Regni Polonie etc. amico carissimo et hono-
rando”. This letter was closed with a small signet seal with an eagle, inherited 

34  Szweda, Adam, Organizacja i technika dyplomacji polskiej w stosunkach dyplomatycznych z 
Zakonem Krzyżackim w Prusach w latach 1386-1454. Toruń, 2009. 121–146.

35  Możejko, Beata, “Kontakty polskiej kancelarii królewskiej z Gdańskie w okresie wojny 
trzynastoletniej”, In. Trupinda, Janusz (ed.), Kancelaria wielkich mistrzów i polska kancelaria 
królewska w XV wieku. Malbork, 2006. 191–209.; Szczuczko, Witold, “Korespondencja 
czasów wojny. Listy króla Kazimierza Jagiellończyka do rady miejskiej Torunia z czasów 
wojny trzynastoletniej”, In. Trupinda, Janusz (ed.), Kancelaria wielkich mistrzów i polska 
kancelaria królewska w XV wieku. Malbork, 2006. 257–266.

36  Katalog dokumentów i listów, 2016.
37  Sułkowska-Kurasiowa, Irena, Polska kancelaria królewska w latach 1447–1506. Wrocław, 

1967. 82.
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from his father.38 This signet was also used later.39 Staying with seals, let us 
note that a larger (chancellor’s) seal and a smaller (sub-chancellor’s) seal were 
also used.40

The royal titulature is consistently rendered in the form: “Johannes Albertus 
Dei gracia rex Polonie, supremus dux Lithwanie, Russie Prussieque etc. dom-
inus et heres”. This is an abbreviated titulature of this ruler.41 The recipient is 
specified by the usual titles, and there is also a salutation. As indicated above, 
it emphasises the  subordinate position of the  grand master, e.g. “salutem, 
amicicie incrementum et regium affectum”,42 or “salutem et gratiam nostram 
regiam cum favour”.43 The concluding formula, on the other hand, is typical 
of John I Albrecht’s documents and letters and usually reads “Commissio 
propria Regie Maiestatis” in minor variations.44 The year of the king’s reign 
is also mentioned in the dating, a custom in the Polish chancellery that was 
initiated under John Olbracht.45

The analysis of John Albrecht’s letters from the archives of the Teutonic 
Order recalls the key problems of mutual relations at the turn of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, and brings new details to the formal analysis of these 
sources.

38  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 17715; on the seal see Katalog pieczęci Jagiellonów. Ed. Hlebionek, 
Marcin. Toruń, 2024. 244–245.

39  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18148, 18337.
40  Chancellor’s seal: GStAPK, OBA, n. 18049. Cf. Katalog pieczęci Jagiellonów, 246–247. 

Subchancellor”s seal: GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18064, 18476. Cf. Katalog pieczęci Jagiellonów, 
248–249.

41  Sułkowska-Kurasiowa, Polska kancelaria królewska, 1967. 61.
42  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18085.
43  GStAPK, OBA, Nr. 18064.
44  Cf. Sułkowska-Kurasiowa, Polska kancelaria królewska, 1967. 70.
45  Sułkowska-Kurasiowa, Polska kancelaria królewska, 1967. 65.
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